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Deliver’d  (  in  Part )  at  the 

Old-Church- Lctture  in  Boflon,  Thurfday,  Oft.  23.  1740. 

To  a  numerous  Audience. 

O  C  C  A  s  1  o  n’d 

By  the  late  Vifit,  and  uncommon  Labours,  in  dally  and 
powerful  Preaching,  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  White  field. 


— The  Brother ,  whofe  Praife  is  in  the 
Gojpel,  throughout  all  the  Churches. 

Publifned  at  the  general  Motion  of  the  Hearers. 


By  Thomas  Foxcroft. 


— 1 66  You  are  not  to  (land  up  here  [in  the  Pulpit ]  as  a  Profeflor 
of  ancient  or  modern  Philofophy ,  nor  an  Ufher  in  the 
School  of  Plato ,  or  Seneca,  or  Mr.  Lock  :  but  as  a 

Teacher  in  the  School  of  Christ. - ‘Thus  faith  the 

Prophet ,  or  Thus  faith  the  Apojlle ,  carries  greater  Weight 
with  it  both  to  convince  and  perfuade,  than  a  long  Se¬ 
ries  of  Demonjlrations  from  remote  Principles ,  tho’  thev 
fhould  be  firm  and  ffrong  as  thofe  of  Euclid ,  or  Sir  Jfaac 
Newton, — f  Tis  the  vain  Exaltation  of  ruin'd  Nature , 
that  makes  the  Gcfpel  fo  defpis’d  in  our  Age. 

Dr.  Watts,  Humble  Attempt. 


Boston,  N.  E.  Printed  by  G.  Rogers  and  D.  Foyvle, 
for  S.  Eliot,  in  Cornhill.  1740. 
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SO  ME 

Seafonable  Thoughts 


Upon 

Evangelic  Preaching. 


Acts  XXVIII.  31. 


Preaching  the  Kingdom  of  God \  and 
teaching  thofe  Things  which  concern 
the  Lord  fcjus  Chrift ,  with  all  Con¬ 
fidence  'y  no  Man  forbidding  him. 


infpIrM  Evangelifl  clofes  his  entertain- 
^ng  Narrative  of  the  Acts  of  the  Apo flics 
*T2i'§2l'S  with  this  remarkable  and  inilruclive  Paf- 
fage  in  the  Story  of  the  great  Doctor  of 
the  Gentiles  :  who,  from  a  Deftroyer  of 
the  Faith  and  Perfccutor  of  Chrift,  had 
Jong  fincc,  by  the  Grace  of  God  bellowed  upon  him, 
become  an  Apoflle  of  Chrift,  and  Preacher  of  the  Faith, 
yea  a  Sufferer  for  the  Gofpel  3  and  was  now  evangelizing, 
the  famous  City  of  Rome. 

It 
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It  had  been  foretold  him  in  a  Vifion,  that  as  he  had 
teftified  of  Chrift  at  J erufalem,  he  fliould  bear  Witnels 
at  Rome  alfo.  He  had  himfelf  promis’d,  and  once  and 
again  purpos’d  a  Vi  fit  to  the  Romans  ;  longing  to  have 
fome  Fruit  among  them ,  even  as  among  other  Gentiles .  But 
being  oblig’d  to  delay  for  a  while,  it  feems  as  if  fome  had 
tax’d  him  of  ufing  Lightncfs ,  in  promifmg  and  not  per¬ 
forming  ;  or  we  may  fuppofe  they  might  ( like  fome  at 
Corinth  )  be  puffed  up ,  as  though  he  would  not  come  to 
them ,  either  for  Fear  or  Shame.  Therefore  he  takes 
Occafion  in  his  Epiftle  to  the  Romans  (written  while  yet 
unknown  by  Face  unto  them  )  to  make  thofe  folemn 
Protections  :  I  am  a  Debtor  both  to  the  Greeks  and  to 
the  Barbarians ,  both  to  the  JEife  and  to  the  Unwife  ;  foy 
as  much  as  in  me  is,  1  am  ready  to  preach  the  Gofpel 
to  Ton  that  are  at  Rome  alfo  :  for  lam  not  ^shamed 
of  the  Gofpel  of  C  hr  iff . —  From  Jerufalem  and  round 
about  unto  Iilyricum,  I  have  fully  preached  the  Gofpel 
of  Chrifl.  And  /  am  sure,  that  when  I  come  unto  Touy 
J  fall  come  in  the  Fulness  of  the  Bleffng  of  the  Goff 
pel  of  Chrifl. 

Agre-ably  the  Apoftle  was  no  fooner  arrived  among 
them,  altho’  under  fome  uncomfortable  Reftraints  and 
manifeft » Difad  vantages,  but  he  enters  with  Alacrity  into 
this  new  Scene  of  Labours  in  the  Word,  •  (hewing  him- 
felf  (  as  he  had  wrote  )  not  afhamed  of  the  Gofpel  of 
Chrifl ,  but  ready  to  preach  it  even  at  Rome  neither  re¬ 
garding  JheEnvy  of  anyjudaizing  falfeBrethren  of  his  own 
Communion  there,  nor  the  Malice  of  the  unbelieving 
Jews  ;  neither  fearing  the  Power  of  pagan  Idolaters, 
nor  all  the  Sophiflry  of  the  Difputers  of  this  World. 
Flefli  and  Blood  indeed,  had  he  confulted  that,  might 
have  prompted  him  to  Silence,  as  a  prudent  Caution,  and 
the  befl  Security,  in  his  prefent  critical  Situation  ;  being 
under  a  judicial  Profecution  by  his  own  Countrymen, 
condemned  by  the  Jewifh  Priefts  as  violating  their 
Lav/  and  the  Cufloms  of  their  Fathers,  and  upon  his 
Appeal  to  Cefar  consign’d  over  into  the  Hands  ,  of  the 
Romans .  —  But  our  chriftian  Hero,  at  all  Hazards, 
quickly  begins  his  Teftimony  in  Rome  :  and  ceafed  not 
daily  to  teach  and  preach  Jeffs  Chrifl .  He  had  too 
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active  a  Genius,  and  too  juft-a  Senfe  of  the  Worth  of 
Time,  to  fweel  away  any  of  his  precious  Hours  in  Sloth 
and  Indolence  ;  He  had  a  mod  fenfible  Companion  for 
guilty  perifhing  Souls,  and  he  felt  the  Love  of  Chrift  pow¬ 
erfully  conftraining  him  ;  Neceflity  was  laid  upon  him  ; 
and  he  found  the  Spirit  of  Glory  and  of  God  now  refting 
on  him  :  So  that,  thus  principle,  thus  fortify’d  and  ani¬ 
mated,  he  applv’d  himfelf  to  the  Work  of  an  Apoftle 
without  Delay,  and  purfued  it  with  a  fteady  Refolution, 
with  ardent  Zeal,  and  an  indefatigable  Ihduftry  ;  being 
in  it  fometimes  from  Morning  till  Everting,  and  continual¬ 
ly  in  Labours  more  abundant.  From  Rome  he  feems  to 
have  wrote  almoft  all  his  Epiftles.  And  here  he  feems  to 
have  eminently  devoted  himfelf  to  the  Miniilry  of  the 
Word  :  preaching  and  teaching  with  all  Confidence  ;  and  in¬ 
deed  no  Man  forbidding  him. 

Liberty  was  indulg’d  him  by  the  Authority  of  the  Place: 
And  tho’  he  wanted  not  for  Adverfaries,  they  wanted  the 
Courage  or  the  Power  to  forbid  and  withftand  him.  Par¬ 
ticularly  the  Men  of  his  own  Nation,  who  feem  every 
where  to  have'diftinguifhed  thcmfelves  for  their  Spleen  and 
Rancour  againft  this  Apoftle,  and  often  had  made  Up¬ 
roar,  and  Infurredtion,  and  Confpiracy  againft  him  in  his 
own  Country,  wou’d  doubtlefs  now  alfo  at  Rome ,  if  their 
Power  had  been  equal  to  their  Will,  have  thunder’d  out 
Menaces  and  Prohibitions,  and  laid  all  poflible  Obftruc- 
tions  in  the  Way,  to  prevent  his  f  peaking  in  the  Name  of 
fiefius,  or  his  preaching  among  the  Gentiles.  But  Paul ,  a 
Prifioner  of  Jefus  Chrijl ,  and  a  Stranger  at  Rome ,  happily 
found  more  Indulgence  here,  than  at  fierufalem  ;  being 
by  the  Favour  of  the  Roman  Captain  fufFered  to  dwell  by 
himfelf  (with  a  fingle  Attendant)  in  his  own  hired  Houfey 
to  admit  what  Company  he  pleas’d,  to  preach  as  often 
as  he  would  ;  and  none  permitted  to  difturb  him. 

[  By  the  Way,  hete’s  a  teaching  Example  to  Men  in 
Power,  to  countenance  faithful  Preachers  of  the  Gofpel  : 
and  how  can  perfecuting  Rome  at  this  Day,  reflect  on  it 
without  Blufhing  and  Confufion  !  J  t- 

This  Liberty  afforded  the  Apoftle  a  glorious  Oppor¬ 
tunity  :  which  he  well  knew  how  to  value,  and  neg¬ 
lected  not  to  make  Ufe  of  to  the  belt  Advantage.  A 
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wide  Door,  and  effedtual,  was  here  open’d  to  him,  to 
fend  abroad  the  Sound  of  the  Gofpel  :  he  quickly  filled 
R%me  with  this  Dodfrinc,  and  it  reach’d  even  Cafar'% 
Houfehold.  Some  of  all  Stations,  Charadlers,  and  Cir- 
cumfhnces  (  it  feems )  crouded  to  his  Miniftry,  as  tho 
Doves  flock  to  their  Windows  :  And  ’tis  faid  here,  like 
fiis  Divine  Mailer,  he  receiv’d  all  that  came  to  him  ; 
whether  Jew  or  Gentile,  whether  Male  or  Female,  Old 
or  Young,  Bond  or  Free,  Wife  or  Unwife  :  he  re¬ 
garded  no  Man’s  Perfon  ;  he  received  all  indifferently, 
without  partial  Refpedfs  or  Difrepedls,  for  their  Nation, 
Condition,  Rank,  or  Figure  in  the  World.  And  how  did 
he  receive  them  ?  Was  it  only  to  good  Fellowfhip,  to  pals 
away  the  Time  together  in  empty  Chatt  and  trifling 
Amufements  !  No. —  Or  was  it  to  doubtful  Deputati¬ 
ons,  to  fcholaftick  Babblings,  and  Oppofitions  of  Sci¬ 
ence,  falfely  fo  call’d  !  No.  —  Or  was  it  to  mercenary 
and  felfifh  Ends,  hoping  for  Money,  or  for  Favour  from 
'em  !  No,  nor  this.  But  it  was  in  pure  Love,  from  a  ge¬ 
nerous  and  difinterefted  Zeal  for  their  Good,  hoping  to 
win  their  Souls  to  Chrift,  and  bring  them  to  God.  With 
this  noble  View  he  received  them  all.  All  that  had  Ears  to 
hear.  He  receiv’d,  to  preach  to  them,  and  to  teach  them, 
as  Jefus  ( it’s  faid  )  received  the  People ,  and  fpake  to  them 
cf  the  Kingdom  of  God .  And  this  he  did  with  great  Fi¬ 
delity,  Freedom  and  Affurance  ;  not  afham’d  of  his 
Dcdtrine,  nor  balking  the  Truth  ;  not  fparing  Vice, 
Error,  or  any  Thing  contrary  to  found  Dodtrine  j  neither 
flattering  the  Vanity  of  the  Great  or  Learned,  nor 
defpifing  the  humble  Condition  of  the  Poor,  or  Illiterate. 
That’s  the  Charadfer  of  this  Divine  Apoftle,  in  our 
Text  ;  Preaching  the  Kingdom  of  God ,  and  teaching  thofi 
Things  which  concern  the  Lord  Jefus  Chri/l ,  with  all  Con¬ 
fidence, 

We  may  more  particularly  obferve  here, 

I.  The  Matter  of  his  Preaching  and  Teaching ,  viz. 
The  Kingdom  of  God,  and  the  Things  which  concern 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.—  Not  the  Wifdom  of  this 
World  j  not  the  Philofophy  of  the  Greeks  \  nor  yet  the 
Righteoufncfs  of  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees.  —  r  Not  the 
Rituals  of  Mofes,  or  Traditions  of  .the  Fathers,  to  humour 
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his  Jewijh  Brethren  ;  — -  Not  human  Politicks ,  to  pleafe 
the  Court  j —  Not  liberal  Arts  and  Sciences,  to  tickle 
the  Scholars  itchinr  Ears  Not  mere  Ethicks ,  or  natu¬ 
ral  Religion,  to  g  atify  the  heathen  Moralifts  :  No,  but 
the  important  Truths  and  Precepts  of  the  Gofpel-Revela- 
lion.  The  Kingdom  of  God ,  and  the  Things  concerning  f  efus 
Chrifl.  Thefe  momentous  and  fublime  Subjects  were  the 
reigning  Themes  of  his  publick  Minilfry  and  private  Con- 
verfe.  On  thefe  two  Arguments  hang  all  the  Law  and  the 
Prophets ,  the  Gofpel  and  the  Apoftles.  Here’s  the  Cen¬ 
tre  of  Revelation  :  Here’s  the  Sum  of  Chriftianity  :  And 
here’s  an  inexhauftible  Fund  of  the  mod:  ufeful  Preaching 
and  Converfation.  Thefe  are  Things  that  Angels  are  Stu¬ 
dents  in  ;  but  not  able  fully  to  comprehend. 

Obferve, 

2.  The  Manner  of  his  Preaching  and  Teaching ,  viz. 
with  all  Confidence. 

A  Door  was  now  open’d  to  him  of  the  Lord  ;  a  Door 
of  Opportunity,  and  a  Door  of  Utterance:  andhefpake 
boldly  the  Myfteries  of  God.  Sometimes  he  remarks  it 
to  the  Churches,  that  he  had  been  with  them  in  TVeaknefs , 
and  in  Fear ,  and  in  much  Trembling  :  tho’  never  to  that 
Degree  as  to  hinder  him  from  declaring  to  them  the 
Teftimony  of  God,  and  triumphing  in  Cbrift.  Itfeems, 
eveninfpir’d  Apojlles  had  not  the  Prefence  of  the  Comfor¬ 
ter  with -them  always  in  an  exadt  Proportion.  But  in 
fome  Places,  and  on  fome  Occafions,  they  had  the  'Joy  of 
the  Holy  Ghojl  in  fignal  Meafures,  fo  that  at  fuch  times 
they  remarkably  waxed  bold :  and  never  perhaps  was  Paul 
more  thorewly  made  manifejl ,  than  among  the  Remans . 
His  Speech  and  his  Preaching  was  now  very  eminently  in 
JDemonJlration  of  the  Spirit ,  and  of  Power.  His  Faith  feems 
now  triumphant,  and  to  fpread  all  its  Glories  upon  him. 
He  needed  a  peculiar  Prefence  of  God,  to  fu.pport  him 
under  the  Weight  of  that  uncommon  Service  (  private,  as 
well  as  publick  )  which  he  mull  have  upon  his  Hands  in 
fo  great  and  populous  a  City,  while  all  Comers  at  all 

Seafons  had  free  Accefs  to  him. - Here  too  he  had  fome 

of  the  mofl:  fubtle  and  powerful  Adverfaries ,  to  conflict 
with  ;  Here  he  had  his  Martyrdom  in  the  neareft  Prof- 
pedt ;  and  here  one  of  the  bittereft  Trials  was  to  befall 
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him,  the  Defertion  of  Friends  :  on  all  which  Accounts, 
as  he  remarkably  needed  bis  Lord  to  Jland  by  him,  and 
Jlrcngthen  him ,  To  he  had  now  a  very  remarkable  Expe¬ 
rience  of  the  gracious  Prefence  of  Chrift,  which  gave 
him  Utterance  and  a  Fortitude  extraordinary.  So  that 
even  in  learned  proud  and  imperious  Rome  he  was  bold  in 
his  God,  to  make  known  the  Myflerics  of  the  Gofpel  5 
and  preach’d  Chriftianity  with  much  Power,  with  a 
victorious  Faith,  and  intrepid  AfTurance.  He  preach’d 
the  Kingdom  of  God ,  tho*  amidft  Idol-Temples ,  and  near  thd 
Palace  of  Cefar ,  as  jealous  as  he  was  for  the  Dignity  of 
his  Crown,  or  the  Priefts  and  Populace  for  the  Honour 
of  their  Idols.  The  Apoftle,  while  he  was  for  allowing 
to  Cefar  the  Things  that  were  Cefar’s ,  yet  boldly  claim’d 
for  God  the  Things  that  are  God’s,  and  for  Christ 
the  Things  that  are  Christ’s,  in  Oppofition  to  the 
Works  of  the  Devil,  and  the  Ufurpations  of  Men.  He 
dar’d  preach  the  Kingdom  of  God  in  the  Imperial  City, 
the  Miff  refs  of  the  World,  and  the  Mother  of  Abomina¬ 
tions.  And  here  he  triumph’d  in  Chrijl ,  tho’  defpifed  of 
Men.  He  glory’d  in  the  Crofs  of  Chrijl ,  though  to  the 
Jews  a  Stumbling-block,  and  to  the  Greeks  Foolifhnefs. 
They  might  pour  Contempt  on  the  Do&rine  of  a  crucify* d 
Saviour ,  and  a  Kingdom  not  of  this  JVorld  ;  but  he  faw 
a  Divine  Glory  in  the  Gofpel,  and  counting  all  Things 
but  Lofs,  for  the  Excellency  of  the  Knowledge  of  Jefus, 
he  preach* d  the  Things  concerning  Chrift,  and  the  Kingdom  of 
God,  with  all  Confidence,  with  the  full  AiTuranceof  Faith, 
and  the  Rejoycing  of  Hope  firm  to  the  End  ;  free  from 
all  anxious  Diffidence,  Relu&ance,  Fear,  or  Shame  5  and 
furmounting  all  Difcouragements. 

Perhaps  (  by  the  Way  )  this  his  heroic  Confidence  might; 
be  one  Occafion  of  that  happy  Circumftance,  No  Man 
forbidding  him  :  for  they  might  as  well  attempt  to  ftay 
the  Sun  in  the  Heavens  from  its  Courfe,  as  go  about  to 
forbid  the  Progrefs  of  this  bold  and  zealous  Preacher  in 
his  Work,  who  like  the  Sun  was  a  burning  and  fhining 
Light,  and  in  the  daily  Revolutions  of  his  Miniftry 
went  forth  in  the  Strength  of  the  Lord,  rejoicing  as  a 
ftrong  Man  to  run  a  Race.  But  the  good  Hand  of  his, 
God  upon  himy  is  principally  to  be  ey'd  in  this  remarkable 

Con- 
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Concurrence  of  Events  ;  the  Boldnefs  of  the  Apoftle, 
and  the  Tamenefs  of  his  Adverfaries.  The  God  that 
ftopt  the  Mouths  of  ravening  Lions,  in  the  Cafe  of 
Daniel)  made  all  Iniquity  to  ftop  her  Mouth,  in  the  Cafe 
©f  this  Apoftle,  and  delivered  him  out  of  the  Mouth  of 
the  Lion .  So  it  was  that  God,  who  maketh  Man's 
Mouth  ;  even  He,  who  put  forth  his  Hand,  and  touched 
Jeremiah's  Mouth  ;  He,  who  fent  one  of  the  Seraphim, 
with  a  live-Coal  from  off  the  Altar,  to  touch  Ifaiah’s 
Lips,  and  made  his  Mouth  like  a  fharp  Sword  ;  *twas  the 
fame  Hand  of  God,  that  open'd  the  Mouth  of  this  Apo- 
file,  and  gave  him  that  good  Treafure  he  had  within,  of 
Knowledge,  Grace  and  Comfort,  fo  that  out  of  the 
Abundance  of  his  Heart,  his  Mouth  fpake,  of  the  King¬ 
dom  of  God ,  and  the  Things  which  concern  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrijl)  with  all  Confidence . 

Having  held  you  thus  long  in  reflecting  on  the  Con¬ 
text,  and  defcanting  on  the  Words,  f  I  fhall  wave  all 
other  Obfervations  that  might  be  made  from  them,  and 
fingle  out  this  one  for  the  Theme  of  our  further  Medi¬ 
tations. 

DO  CTR  INE. 

That  Mir.ijlers  of  the  Word  are  to  preach  /^Kingdom 
of  G od,  and  the  Things  concerning  Christ,  revealed 
in  the  Gofpely  with  all  holy  Confidence . 

The  fpecial  Occafion,  which  has  led  my  Tho'ts  to  this 
Subject,  you  are  all  aware  of  ;  and  will  expet  no  other 
Apology. — In  difeourfing  upon  this  Doctrine,  Ilhall  take 
the  following  Method  :  Premifing,  that  the  Gofpel  reveals 
to  us  the  Kingdom  of  God,  and  thofe  Things  which  concern 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chrijl  ;  then  fhewing,  that  Minijlers 
of  the  Gofpel  are  to  preach  and  teach  thefe  Things  ;  and  this 
with  all  holy  Confidence.  —  To  each  in  their  Order,  as 
briefly  as  will  well  confift  with  doing  any  Juftice  to 
Points  of  fuch  Importance. 

f  This  long  Introduction  has  fundry  Pajfiages  in  ity  which  I 
have  taken  the  Liberty  to  infer t  here ,  though  for  Brevity 
omitted  in  the  preaching,—  I’ve  done  the  like  in  fame  of 
the  following  Pages. 
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Prop.  I.  The  Gofpel  reveals  to  us  the  Kingdom  of  God 
and  thofe -‘Things  which  concern  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift . 

Here  it  may  be  Paid  diftindlly, 

I.  The  Gofpel  reveals  to  us  the  Kingdotn  of  God. 

And  if  it  be  inquired,  What  Kingdom  ?  I  anfwer, 

(i).  It  reveals  to  us  a  Kingdom  of  Providence ,  which 
extends  thro’  the  univerfal  Creation . 

It  tells  us,  thatG<?^  hath  prepared  his  Throne  in  the  Hea- 
vensy  and  his  ,Kingdo?Ji  ruleth  over  all  :  reaches  thro’  all 
W orlds,  Heaven,  Earth,  and  Hell.  The  Doctrine  of  a 
Divine  Providence  is  the  Didtate  of  Reafon,  as  well  as 
Revelation  :  tho’  the  Glories  of  this  Providential  Do¬ 
minion  are  vail’d  to  the  Eye  of  natural  Reafon.  It  ap¬ 
pears  but  a  bafe  Kingdom ,  without  the  Gofpel  to  {hew  us 
the  Myfteries  of  it. —  Nor  can  we  by  the  Light  of  Na¬ 
ture  learn  the  Manner  of  the  Kingdom ,  as  admin iftred  by 
Jefus ,  the  Mediator  ;  to  whom  all  Power  in  Heaven 
and  Earth  is  committed,  and  who  hath  the  Keys  of  Hell 
and  of  Death.  This  is  one  of  the  Peculiars  of,  Reve¬ 
lation  :  a  Dodtrine  of  ChrifHanity,  full  of  Myftery  and 
Glory,  and  big  with  LefTons  of  Duty. —  But  it  is  not 
the  Kingdom  of  Nature ,  the  Dominion  of  Providence , 
in  any  View  of  it,  that  our  Text  has  fo  diredt  a  Re¬ 
ference  to. 

(2.)  The  Gofpel  reveals  to  us  a  Kingdom  of  Grace , 
which  extends  only  to  the  Church  and  peculiar  People 
of  God  in  the  Earth. 

The  Kingdom  of  God,  fpoken  of  in  our  Text, and  which 
is  fo  celebrated  a  Subjedt  in  Revelation,  means  in  general 
the  Difpenfation  of  Redemption  by  Chrift  $  and  particu¬ 
larly  that  mediatory  Dominion  of  Grace ,  which  concerns 
Souls  in  this  World,  and  which  our  Loyd- Redeemer  ex- 
ercifes  over  them  by  his  Word  and  Spirit. 

The  Metaphor  of  a  Kingdom  is  chofen  to  fliadow  out 
the  Excellencies  of  this  Difpenfation  of  Grace  y  'and  par¬ 
ticularly  to  reprefent  the  glorious  Redfitude,  the  beauti¬ 
ful  and  blefied  State  of  Things  in  a  renewed  Soul.  It 
imports  a  Throne  eredled,  a  Divine  Authority  exercifed, 
and  a  Divine  Power  exerted  ;  a  Law  written,  Allegiance 
fworn,  and  Homlge  paid  ;  a  comely  Order  and  Harmony 
reftored j  a  Pardon  difpens’d,  and  Peace  fpok^fi  $  Privi- 
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leges  and  Honours  confer’d  ;  great  and  precious  Pro- 
mifes  apply’d  :  a  vital  Union  to  Chrift,  the  Head  of  his 
Body,  the  Church  ;  and  I  may  add,  an  Union  of  Hearts 
among  all  the  SubjeCls  of  this  Kingdom  ;  and,  what 
crowns  all,  the  Stability  of  this  Dominion  and  Happinefs. 
For  the  Foundation  of  God  Jfandeth  Jure  :  "The  Lord 
knoweth  them  that  are  his.  "I'he  Throne  of  Chrift  in  his 
People’s  Hearts  J hall  endure  for  ever  ;  and  the  Gates  of 
Hell  fnall  not  be  able  to  prevail  againjt  it.  This  Kingdom 
of  Grace  in  the  Soul,  is  a  Kingdom  that  cannot  be  de- 
Jircyed  :  molefted  it  may  be,  but  not  diftolv’d. 

THis  is  fometimes  called  the  Kingdom,  by  way  of 
Eminence  ;  .becaufe  it  is  incomparable  for  true  Glory, 
Happinefs,  and  Duration  ;  and  becaufe  this  was  that  King¬ 
dom,  the  diffufive  Spread  and  flourifhing  State  whereof 
the  Old  Tejlament  Prophecies  fpake  of,  upon  which  the 
fetus  founded  their  Expectation  of  the  Kingdom's  being  re¬ 
ft  ore  d  to  I  fra  ef  tho’  their  Notion  of  the  Thing  was  all 
carnal  and  worldly. 

’Tis  fometimes  call’d  the  Heavenly  Kingdom  ;  becaufe 
in  its  Nature  it  partakes  of  Heaven ,  and  prepares  us  for  it, 
tends  to  it,  and  ends  in  it. 

’Tis  call’d  in  our  Text,  and  elfewhere,  the  Kingdom 
of  God  :  becaufe  it  is  of  a  divine  Nature ,  and  of  a  di¬ 
vine  Original ,  refilling  from  the  Purpofe  of  Divine  Grace 
from  everlafting,  contriv’d  by  divine  JVij'dom ,  efFeCted  by 
Divine  Power ,  and  exhibiting  the  Image  of  Divine  Ho- 
linefs  ;  becaufe  the  Divine  Sovereignty  is  here  difplay’d  in 
its  brighteft  Glory  ;  becaufe  a  Submijfion  to  God  is  the 
great  of  this  Kingdom,  and  the  Fruition  of  God  is 
the  gre®  Reward  of  its  Subje&s  ;  becaufe  the '  Right  e- 
oufiefs ,  which  is  of  God  by  Faith,  is  the  grand  Balis  of 
th  is  Kingdom  ;  the  JVord  of  God,  the  Charter  of  its 
Privileges  ;  the  Chrift  of  God,  the  Purchafer,  and  the 
Spirit  of  God,  the  Beftower  of  them  :  in  fine,  becaufe 
this  Kingdom  {lands  in  direcl  Oppoiition  to  the  Kingdom 
of  Satan ,  the  god  of  this  World  ;  is  above  the  Reach  of 
human  Ufurpation,  and  infinitely  excells  all  the  King¬ 
doms  of  the  Sons  of  Men. 

The  Kingdom  fpoken  of  in  our  Text,  is  primarily  of  a 
moral  fpiritual  Kind,  an  inward  Tiling,  in  the  hidden 
Man  of  the  Heart.  It’s  a  Kingdom  not  of  this  Jfhrld, 


I  o 


Some  feafonable  Thoughts 

as  our  Saviour  allures  us ;  not  of  an  earthly  and  temporal 
Reference  ;  not  lying  in  Civils,  and  mere  Externals  ;  not 
having  Men’s  natural  Lives,  Liberties,  and  Properties  in 
this  World,  for  the  immediate  ObjeCI  of  its  dominion  ; 
No,  but  it  is  a  Kingdom  within  Men,  a  Kingdom  in 
the  Soul,  a  Rule  over  the  Underftanding  and  Wil^ 
the  Heart  and  Confcience  ,  rectifying  and  conducting 
the  Powers  of  the  inner  Man  ;  a  Kingdom  of  heavenly 
Light  and  Love,  and  filial  Liberty  within  ;  a  Kingdom 
that  confifts  (  as  the  Apoftlc  exprefles  it  )  in  Righteouf- 

nefs ,  Peace ,  and  Joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoji.  - It  is  a 

Kingdom  fet  up  in  Honour  of  Gody  our  Saviour  ;  that 
the  Son  of  God  may  manifejl  his  Glory ,  in  deftroying  the 
Prince  of  this  World,  and  that  Men  may  with  their 
Hearty  as  well  as  Lips,  honour  the  Sony  even  as  they  honour 
the  Father  *. 

5Ti*  to  be  obferv’d,  that  the  Kingdom  of  Grace  may 
be  confider’d  as  in  fome  RefpeCts  under  an  outward  and 
vifible,  as  well  as  an  inward  and  invifiblc  Administration. 

By  the  Kingdom  of  Gody  fometimes  in  Scripture  feems 
to  be  meant  the  vifible  Kingdom  of  Chrift,  or  the  exter¬ 
nal  Adminiftration  of  his  fpiritual  Government  in  the 
Church,  mediately  by  his  Word  and  Ordinances :  as 
where  we  read  of  the  Kingdom's  being  taken  away  ;  the 
Children  of  the  Kingdom ,  their  being  cajl  outy  Sec .  — 
The  Laws  and  Orders  of  this  outward  Polity  are  exhi¬ 
bited  to  us  in  the  facred  Scriptures  :  The  Subjects  of  it 
are  vifible  Saints  :  One  eminent  Sign  or  Badge  of  it  is 
the  holy  Sabbath  :  An  Oath  of  Allegiance  to  the  King 
of  Zion  is  adminifter’d  in  Baptifmy  and  a  Recognition  of 
the  Vows  of  God  upon  us  folcmnly  made  at  tl JMLord's 
' Table  :  Societies  for  Communion  in  Worfhip,  Church- 
Order,  and  Difcipline,  are  inftituted  :  and  Officers  ap¬ 
pointed,  with  a  fubordinate  minifterial  Power,  to  lead 
and  prefide  in  the  Houfe  of  the  Kingdom  &  c.  —  Now  the 
Kingdom  of  God,  in  this  Notion  of  it,  we  muft  take 


*  Having  multiply  d  Scripture- Quotations  in  this  Dif- 
courfey  I  have  for  Brevity  often  omitted  citing  Book, 
Chapter  and  Verfe* 
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Heed  that  we  don’t  reje&,  or  flight  :  but  acknowlegc 
Chrift’s  kingly  Authority  in  his  vifible  Church  and  out¬ 
ward  Ordinances,  by  a  profeffed  Subjection  to  the  Gofpely 
and  by  a  Care  to  walk  in  all  his  Commandments  and  In - 
Jlitutionsy  blamelefs .  We  mufl  make  it  our  Concern  and 
Study,  to  hold  fajl  the  Form  of  found  lVerdsy  and  to  keep 
the  Ordinances  as  they  have  been  delivered  to  us  ;  c onfejfm g 
Chri/l  before  Meny  and  honouring  him  by  all  due  Ac-* 
knowlegements  in  external  Practice.  —  It’s  ufual  to  fay. 
There’s  the  vifible  Kingdom  of  God  among  aPeople  fo  doing. 

We  may  note  here.  The  Kingdom  of  Gody  as  to  it’s 
external  Appearance,  Form,  or  Mode,  has  pafs’d  under 
a  Variety  of  Difpenfations,  Revolutions  and  Degrees  of 
Advancement,  fince  its  original  Foundation.  The  King¬ 
dom  has  ever  been  fubftantially  one  ;  but  adminifter’d  at 
fundry  Times  in  divers  Manners.  The  lad,  and  pre- 
fent,  which  is  commonly  nam’d  the  Gcfpcl- Difpenfation > 
the  Kingdom  of  Jefusy  the  Son  of  God  incarnate,  is  the 
moil  perfedf  of  all.  Thi*  was  long  lookt  for  by  the 
fews  ;  tho’  they  had  wrong  Ideas  of  its  Nature  and 
Defign.  We  read  of  devout  Men  among  them,  who 
waited  for  the  Kingdom  of  God .  And  the  Pharifees  in* 
quir’d  the  Time,  when  the  Kingdom  of  God  Jhould  come  ; 
meaning,  when  the  Mejfiah  would  inherit  the  Throne  of 
his  Father  Davidy  and  introduce  his  expe&ed  Reign. 

It’s  thought  by  fome,  this  vifible  Difpenfation  of  the 
Gofpel  is  only  intended,  where  Chriif  fays  to  the  unbe¬ 
lieving  Pharifoes,  No  Doubt  the  Kingdom  of  God  is  come 
upon  you  ;  and  concerning  the  little  Children  bro’t  to 
him,  Of  fuch  is  the  Kingdom  of  God.  So  where  the  chri- 
flian  Abrews  arc  faid  to  have  received  a  Kingdom  which 
eannot  be  moved  ;  and  the  Colojfians  to  be  delivered  from 
the  Power  of  Darknefs ,  and  tranfated  into  the  Kingdom  of 
God* s  dear  Son .  —  But  I  can’t  help  thinking,  altho*  that 
Senfe  be  comprehended,  yet  there’s  a  richer  and  more  ex¬ 
alted  Senfe,  which  is  by  no  means  to  be  excluded,  in  the 
moil  (  if  not  all  )  of  thefe,  and  other  fuch  PaflTages. 

If  we  wou’d  fpeak  of  the  Glory  of  God*s  Kingdom ,  and 
talk  of  his  Power ,  we  muft  turn  our  Eye  to  the  inward 
and  vital  Difpenfation.  The  Kingdom  of  Gody  confider’d 
fubjcflively ,  ii  in  its  general  Notion  the  fame  with  what 

is 
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is  elfewhere  denominated  the  New  Creature ,  the  Image  of 
Cod,  &c.  It  means  that  Syftem  of  heavenly  Graces,  in- 
wrought  in  the  Soul  by  the  Power  of  God,  in  Conver¬ 
sion.  And  how  great  is  its  Beauty  and  W orth,  its  Impor¬ 
tance  and  Neceffity  !  The  Externals  of  the  Kingdom 
are,  in  their  Order  and  Place,  truly  excellent  and  highly 
amiable.  His  Foundation  is  in  the  holy  Mountains  :  "The 
Lord  loveth  the  Gates  of  Zion,  more  than  all  the  Dwellings 
of  Jacob  :  Glorious  "Things  are  fpoken  of  thee ,  O  City  of 
God.  But  among  all  its  Glories,  this  Js  the  moft  remar¬ 
kable  ;  Of  Zion  it  Jhall  be  J 'aid ,  This  and  that  Man  was 
Born  in  her. —  What  are  all  the  vifible  Beauties  and 
Benefits  of  the  outward  Difpenfation,  to  thofe  of  the 
lecret  invifible  Empire  of  God,  fet  up  in  a  Soul,  in  the 
r.cw  Bi  R  t  h  !  The  King's  Daughter  is  all  glorious  WITHIN* 
As  for  the  Glory  of  external  Advantages,  it  lies  in  their  j 
being  Divine  Appointments,  an„d  wifely  adapted  Means,  ^ 
own’d  and  fanddify’d  of  God,  to  fubferve  the  blefled  : 
Purpofes  ofhis  Grace, in  regard  to  the  internalDifpenfation. 
They  are  a  noble  Apparatus  Sc  Attendant  to  this  :  but  fepa - 
rate  from  this,  the  external  Frame  of  Chriftianity  fails  of 
Its  genuine  Ufe  and  End  ;  and  in  that  Regard  hath  no 
Glory,  however  fplendid  an  Appearance  it  may  make. 
The  vifible  Difpenfation  of  the  Covenant  of  Grace, 
without  the  invifible  Work  of  Grace  in  the  Heart  ;  the 
mere  Form  of  Godlinefs ,  tho’  brighten’d  with  the  fair 
Shew  of  all  homiletical  Virtues,  giving  Perfons  or  Soci¬ 
eties  a  Name  that  they  live  ;  This  is  certainly  but  the 
Shadow,  not  the  Subliance  and  Reality  of  the  Kingdom 
of  God.  —  Reigning  Hypocrify  (which  is  confident  with 
the  Height  of  external  Zeal  in  Offices  of  Devofopn  and 
Duties  of  moral  Praddice  )  determines  Men  real  Slaves  to 
the  Prince  of  Darknefs  :  and  we  have  Reafon  to  fear, 
many  a  Church  on  Earth,  that  calls  it  felf  a  Church 
of  Chrift ,  is  indeed  little  elfe  but  a  Synagogue  of  Satan . 
However  highly  they  may  make  their  Boaft  in  God  and 
bis  Kingdom,  little  more  can  be  faid,  than  that  the  King - 
do?n  of  God  is  come  nigh  them. —  We  may,  in  regard  of 
Convi&ions  and  Reformation,  be  not  far  from  the  King 
dom  of  God  ;  and  yet  in  Fa£I  not  receive  it.  Neverthe- 
iefs,  where  theie’s  a  truly  profperous  State  of  Externals  m 

Religion, 
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Religion,  it’s  to  be  hop’d,  there  is  ufually  the  fecret  Work 
of  Grace  carrying  on,  and  fo  the  Kingdom  of  God  in 
Reality. 

Receiving  the  Kingdom  of  God,  means  a  vita!  Appli¬ 
cation  and  active  Aflumption  ;  moft  aptly  expreffing  the 
Nature  and  Operation  of  Faith ,  which  is  a  receptive  and 
accepting  Grace  ;  whofe  Seat  is  in  the  Heart  or  S.  'vity 
and  whofe  Office  is  to  receive  Chrijl  Jefits  the  Lardy  eur 
Rigbteoufiiefs.  —  The  Soul  of  Man  is  the  prime  Objedfc 
of  the  whole  Adminillration  of  this  Kingdom  ;  and  it  is  in 
its  whoIeGcnius  &  Frame  fpiritual  f uited  to  our  immortrl 
Part.  —  The  Law  of  this  Kingdom  is  fpiritual  :  I  mean 
the  royal  Law  of  Liberty ,  the  Law  written ,  not  with  Ink , 
nor  in  Tables  of  Stone ,  but  in  ficjhly  Tables  of  the  Heart  ; 
reaching  to  the  inmoit  Receiies  of  the  Soul,  and  bringing 
into  Captivity  every  Thought  to  the  Obedience  of  Chrijl.  — 
The  Service  of  the  Kingdom  is  in  its  Nature,  its  Principles 
and  Motives,  fpiritual  :  ’Tis  a  worlhiping  God  in  Spirit 
and  in  Truth y  a  ferving  Him  with  our  Spirit  in  the  Gofpel 
of  his  Son.  —  The  Privileges  of  this  Kingdom  are  fpi¬ 
ritual  Blejfngs  and  heavenly  Things  in  Chrijl  Jefus.  *  Pis 
a  Kingdom  in  this  World,  but  not  of  it,  not  derivative 
from  it,  nor  terminating  in  it,  not  participating  of  it,  nor 

dependent  upon  it.  -  Its  Prcperiiesy  its  Effects  and 

Ends ,  are  all  fublime  and  fpiritual.  —  The  diftinguiiliing 
Character  of  fuch  as  have  receiv'd  this  Kingdom  is.  They 
that  be  fpiritual  \  fpiritually  minded ,  walking  in  the  Spirit , 
See. —  Which  leads  me  to  obferve,  The  grand  Operator, 
in  fetting  up  and  advancing  this  Kingdom,  is  the  blefied 
Spirit  of  Grace  :  He  is  the  immediate  Agent,  and  (brief¬ 
ly  fpeaking)  the  foie  Efficient.  Indeed  the  Apoftle  fome- 
times  intitles  Minifters  Fellow-workers  to  the  Kingdom  of 
God  ;  But  this  is  to  be  underftood  of  their  Employment  in 
the  external  Ad m migration.  For  they  have  not,  by  any 
Art  of  their  own,  an  Accefs  to  the  Hearts  of  Men  ; 
nor  Power,  as  of  themfelves,  to  produce  the  Kingdom  of 
God  withintsAzn.  In  refpedt  of  thisEffe<£I,the  fameApoftk 
confefies  himfeif  Nothing  :  but  glories  in  his  Infirmities , 
that  the  Power  of  Chrijl  might  refl  upon  him .  life  have 
this  Treafure  (  fays  he  )  in  earthen  Veffelsy  that  the  Excel¬ 
lency  of  the  Pcwsr  may  be  cf  Gody  and  mi  of  Aden.  And 
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when  it  pleafes  God  to  fend  forth  the  Spirit  of  his  Son  into 
our  Hearts ,  exerting  his  Divine  Influences  in  Concurrence 
with  the  Miniftry  of  the  Word,  it  is  feen  that  the  King - 
of  God  is  not  in  Word ,  but  in  Power.  The  holy  Ghofl: 
v/ith  unerring  Wifdom  St,  Skill  condu&s  the  Affairs  of  this 
Spiritual  Kingdom  ;  and  with  uncontroulable  Liberty, 
with  an  Energy  invincible,  and  overpowering  all  Oppofi- 
tion,  he  profecutes  the  glorious  Defigns  of  it  :  fets  it  up 
in  Regeneration,  and  carries  it  on  in  progrefllve  Sanctifi¬ 
cation.-  —  But  in  the  whole  He  a&s  in  Subordination  to 
the  Son  of  God ,  who  is  reprefented  as  the  fupreme  Truftee 
of  Divine  Power,  and  primeHead  of  Influences, whom  the 
Father  hath  fet  King  on  his  holy  Hill  of  Zion.  Unto  the 
Son  he  faith ,  Thy  Throne ,  O  God ,  is  for  ever  and  ever  : 
Sit  thou  at  my  right  Hand ,  until  I  make  thine  Enemies  thy 
Footjlocl :  Thy  People  fjall  bje  zvilling  in  the  Day  of  thy  Power . 

Let  it  be  fubjoin’d  here  ;  This  is  a  Kingdom  that  is 
daily  carrying  on  among  Men,  and  (hall  be  commenfurate 
in  Duration  with  Earth  and  "Lime,  yea  with  Heaven  and 
Eternity.  Indeed  when  the  World  ends,  and  the  whole 
Scene  of  Temporals  is  {hut  up,  th e  prefent  Manner  of  ad- 
miniftring  this  fpiritual  Dominion  will  ceafe  :  the  Mode 
of  Exercife  will  be  alter’d,  but  the  Dommion  it  felf  {hall 
have  no  End ,  and  its  Effects  never  ceafe.  'Phis  Kingdom 
is  call’d  the  Everlasting  Kingdom  of  our  Lord,  and 
Saviour  Jcfus  Chrift.  He  will  doubtlefs  be  for  ever,  in 
fome  Senfe,  Head  of  his  own  Body,  the  Church  ;  ’tis  the 
Reward  of  his  meritorious  Paffion  and  Obedience.  Yet 
it’s  the  Opinion  of  Divines,  that  the  Mediatorial  Form 
of  adminiftring  theGovernment  will  utterly  expire  ;  which 
they  ground  on  that  Text,  Then Jhall  the  Son  deliver  up  the 
Kingdom  to  the  Father.  Though,  this  may  only  mean 
Chrift’s  prefenting  to  the  Father  his  fpiritual  Subjects ,  his 
peculiar  People  f  (  who  are  deferib’d  a  Royal  PrieJlhood9 
a  Kingdom  of  Priefis)  the  Churchy  that  he  loved ,  and  gave 
himfelf  for  j  the  fame,  it’s  laid.  He  will  prefent  to 


f  In  familiar  Language ,  Kingdom  is  taken  objectively, 
for  the  govern'd  Community  ;  as  well  as  formally,/?/' 
the  governing  Power  a?id  Confutation . 
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Himself  a  glorious  Church.  -—Then  moft  evidently  and 
emphatically  God  Jhall  be  all  in  all.  The  whole  World  of 
the  Redeemed  (hall  be  filled  with  all  the  communicable 
Fulnefs  of  the  Godhead.  So  the  Kingdom  of  God  fhall  be 
perfect;  arriv’d  at  its  abfolute  Completion  in  Glory,  a 
Glory  that  will  never  pafs  away. 

This  brings  me  to  fay, 

(  3.  )  The  Gofpel  reveals  to  us  a  Kingdom  of  Glory , 
in  the  future  and  eternal  World. 

This  Kingdom  is  adminillred  in  Heaven ,  the  Seat  of 
God’s  glorious  Prefence,  and  mold  beatific  Influx.  The 
Gofpel  acquaints  us,  that  it  was  prepared  from  the  Foun¬ 
dation  of  the  World  ;  declares  it  the  Purchafe  of  the  Crois 
of  Chrift  ;  makes  the  Promife  of  it  to  them  that  are  ia 
Chrift  ;  pronounces  Jefus  the  Fore-runner ,  who  is  for  us 
entred  into  it,  and  fet  down  with  his  Father  in  hisThrone ; 
proclaims  Jefus  the  final  Judge ,  the  Refurreflion ,  and  the 
Life  \  in  a  Word,  reveals  the  incarnate  Son  of  God,  as 
together  with  the  Father,  and  the  Spirit  (  Gne  God 
over  all,  blefied  for  ever  )  the  eternal  Object  of  Worfhip 
and  Happinefs  to  the  Saints  in  Light.  Hence  thefe  are 
reprefented  as  {landing  before  the  Throng  of  God  and  the 
Lamb,  reigning  with  Him  Kings  and  Priefs  for  ever. 

But  what  is  the  Manner  of  the  Kingdom  above,  what  it’s 
peculiar  Laws  and  Methods  of  Adminiflration  (  whether 
in  the  prefent  State  of  feparate  Souls,  or  the  future  Re- 
furredlion-State  )  and  what  its  admirable  Immunities, 
divine  Treafures,  exalted  Hor.ours^DclightsA verily  Eye 
hath  not  feen ,  neither  Ear  heard ,  nor  of  thefe  Things  is 
the  Heart  of  Man ,  in  this  our  degenerate  and  feeble  Con¬ 
dition,  capable  of  forming  or  admitting  any  exact  and  ad¬ 
equate  Ideas.  —  Only  the  Gofpel  reveals  l'o  much  as  fui- 
ficicntly  allures  us,  in  the  general,  it  is  a  Kingdom  of  in¬ 
finite  Glory,  immenfe  Riches,  and  ecflatick  Pleafures 
wnthout  End.  —  Enough  this,  in  the  Senfe  of  inlighten’d 
Rcafon,  to  draw  our  Attention,  to  attradl  our  Defires, 
and  warm  cur  AfFedlions,  to  excite  our  Hopes,  and  en¬ 
gage  us  in  the  Purfuit  of  tins  Kingdom  oi  God  :  Enough, 
to  nourifh  the  Saints  Faith  and  Love  and  fpiritual  Life, 
to  refrefh  us  in  our  Pilgrim-State,  to  cafe  our  Griefs,  and 
fiicr.cc  our  Complaints,  while  under  many  Burdens,  and 
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through  mighty  Oppofitions,  we  are  walking  in  the  nar¬ 
row  tVay ,  which  leads  to  the  Kingdom.  —  Thus  much 
concerning  it  we  have  reveal’d  to  us,  with  infallible  Cer¬ 
tainty  :  and  nothing  further  was  really  needful  for  us 
at  prefen t  to  know  .  What  of  the  Glory  remains  to  be 
revealed ,  we  dial!  know  hereafter. 

Let  it  be  obferv’d  now,  Tho  thisState  of  Glory  in  Hea¬ 
ven  be  ultimately  reipebfed  in  our  Text  ;  yet  it’s  the 
State  of  Grace  here  on  Earth,  that  is  more  immediately 
in  View.  7  he  Kingdom ,  tho  a  heavenly  Kingdom,  tho 
not  of  this  JVorld  (  neither  eftablifh’d  on  a  worldly  Defign, 
nor  having  its  Iilue  in  the  prefent  World  )  yet  has  its  Ex¬ 
igence  and  Operation  here.  —  This  fplritual  Kingdom 
has  been  erected  and  funported  among  Mankind  from  the 
Beginning  :  taking  the  Date  of  its  Projection  from  the 
Days  of  Eternity ,  but  of  its  actual  Rife  from  the  Days  of 
our  firjl  Parents ,  commencing  with  that  primitive  and 
fundamental  Promife  made  upon  their  Fall,  'lhat  the  Seed 

of  the  l  Homan  fhould  bruife  the  Serpent's  Head. - All  a- 

jong  thro  the  Patriarchal  and  fewifio  Ages,  there  was  in 
one  Degree  or  another  the  Kingdom  of  God  among  Men, 
Yet  the  mod  illuflrious  Difpenfation  of  it  was  referv’d 
to  be  the  Diftinction  of  the  Church’s  lajl  Age.  Says  our 
Lord,  From  the  Days  of  John  Baptift  the  Kingdom  of  God 
is  preached^  and  every  Man  prcjfcth  into  it.  But  in  the 
Days  of  the  A'poJUes ,  after  Chrift’s  Afcenfion,  this  was 
eminently  thp  Cafe.  Then  was  that  Saying  of  our  Lord 
fulfilled,  Iwl  you  there  be  fome  Jianding  here ,  which  Jhall 
not  tajie  of  Death ,  until  they  have  feen  the  Kingdom  of  God 
come  with  Power.  Truly,  then  was  there  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  Difplay  of  the  Power  of  God,  in  a  quick  Progrefs  of 
ids  fplritual  Kingdom,  in  its  wide  Extent,  and  in  the 
tranfeendent  Degree  of  its  Profperity  and  Glory,  as  to  the 
Internals,  as  well  as  Externals  of  it.  Then  Converfions 
were  numerous  ;  Thoufands  at  a  Time  added  to  the  Lord  ; 
Nations  born  in  a  Day .  And  the  Converts  of  Zion ,  in 
that  happy  Seafon,  appear  to  have  had  the  Spirit  in  emi¬ 
nent  Meafures.  Not  to  mention  their  miraculous  Gifts, 
it  feems,  their  heavenly  Graces  were  in  general  very  fig- 
nally  in  a  fiourifliing  State  ;  having  a  Vitality,  a  fenfiblc 
Growth  &  Evidence,  beyond  what’s  common.— O  when 
i  fhall 
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fhall  we  fee  the  Return  of  fuch  triumphant  Days  of  the 
Son  of  Man  /  By  the  Grace  of  God  we  have  a  Profpedl 
of  another  bleffed  Period,  that  will  even  exceed  in  Glory  : 
when  the  everlafling  Gofpel  fhall  fly  like  Lightning ,  with 
refullcfs  Power  and  aflonifhing  Succefs  ;  fhall  again  be 
preaclv  d  with  the  Holy  Ghofl  fent  down  from  Heaven  in  a 
remarkable  Manner,  and  the  Kingdom  of  God  be  every 
where  diffus’d  and  eflablifh’d  thro  all  the  Earth  ;  when 
the  Kingdom  and  the  Greatnefs  of  the  Kingdom  J, hall  he  given 
to  the  People  of  theSaints  of  the  moflHigh.  We  fhou’d  pray 
for  the  hafining  of  thofe  glorious  limes  of  Reformation. 

In  the  mean  time  we  have  it  to  acknowlege  unto  the 
Praife  of  a  fovereign  God,  that  there  is  even  now  a  Rem¬ 
nant  according  to  the  Election  of  Grace ,  and  a  promifing 
Appearance  of  the  Increafe  of  their  Number,  who  have 
receiv'd  the  Kingdom  of  God ,  tho  in  lower  Meafures.  For 
this  heavenly  Kingdom  as  it  now  exifls  and  appears  in  Be¬ 
lievers,  efpecially  in  its  Beginnings,  feems  in  general  com¬ 
paratively  but  as  a  Grain  of  Muftard-Seed ,  in  regard  to  its 
flnall  Figure,  and  at  leaft  oftentimes  but  as  Leven  hid  in 
Afeef  with  regard  to  its  fecret  Operation  ;  yet  there’s 
the  Reality,  and  a  gradual  Prevalence.  Every  one  that 
is  horn  of  the  Spirit ,  does  adtually  fee  the  Kingdom  of  God , 
in  its  initial  Difpenfation.  To  fuch  it’s  given  to  know 
vitally  and  experimentally  the  My  ft  cries  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Heaven.  For  it  muft  be  noted,  that  (  properly  lpeaking  ) 
the  Kingdom  of  Grace  and  the  Kingdom  of  Glory  are 
not  tzvo  Kingdoms,  fpecifically  or  effentially  aiflindl  >  but 
only  differing  gradually,  ^and  in  refpe£l  of  their  various 
Modes  of  Adminiflration  :  Otherwife,  they  are  for  Sub¬ 
fiance  one  and  the  fame,  and  go  under  the  common 
Name  of  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven.  The  State  of  Gracey 
and  the  State  of  Glory ,  are  not  only  conne£led  inviolably 
in  the  Purpofe  and  Covenant  of  God,  but  alio  nearly  re¬ 
lated,  and  united  in  their  general  Nature.  Heaven  comes 
down  into  the  Soul  in  Regeneration  ;  this  is  the  a£lual 
Commencement  of  heavenly  Blifs.  The  Kingdom  of 
Grace  is  the  Kingdom  of  Glory  in  its  inchoate  and  imper- 
fe£l  Ellate.  And  what’s  the  Kingdom  of  Glory ,  but  the 
Kingdom  Grace  in  its  Confummation,  its  triumphant 
State,  and  full  difplay  under  a  varying  Form  of  Admini- 
flration  ?  '  I 
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I  fhall  now  clofe  this  Point  with  fuggefting  a  few 
practical  Reflections. 

By  this  we  fee  the  forlorn  and  wretched  State  of  Souls 
unregenerate ,  in  that  they  are  Strangers  to  the  Kingdom  of 
God  in  this  World  ;  and  continuing  fo,  muff  neceffar'ily 
be  excluded  the  Kingdom  of  God  in  the  next. — By  this 
we  fee  how  happy  is  the  Day  of  a  Sinner’s  Converflon ,  and 
the  Occafion  there  is  for  Joy  at  every  fpiritual  Birthy 
when  a  Soul  is  initiated  into  the  Kingdom  of  God. —  We 
fee  the  Reafon  of  believing  Parents  fo  anxioufly  weeping 
for  their  Children  while  in  a  State  of  Nature,  and  travail¬ 
ing  in  Birth  again ,  until  Chriflt  be  formed  in  themy  the 
Kingdom  of  God  fet  up  in  their  Souls.  —  What  honoura¬ 
ble  Sentiments  fhould  we  have  of  the  Saints,  tho  poor  m 
this  World,  yet  rich  in  Faith,  and  Heirs  of  the  King¬ 
dom  !  —  And  what  mutual  Endearment  ought  there  ever 
to  fubfift  between  all  thefe  !  Thefc,  who  are  Compa - 
?uons  in  the  Kingdom  and  Patience  of  J  efus  Chrijl  here, 
and  will  hereafter  be  Companions  for  ever  in  the  Kingdom 
and  Joy  of  their  Lord.—  Let  it  be  added  ;  while  we  re- 
idecSb  with  Grief  and  Shame  on  our  Apoftacy  and  Fall  in 
Adam  (  by  whom  came  Sin  into  the  World,  and  by  this 
the  Kingdom  of  the  Devil,  that  wicked  Spirit  which  rules 
in  the  Children  of  Difobedience  ever  fince)  we  fhou’d  ad¬ 
mire  and  magnify  the  ftupendous  Wifdom  and  Grace  of 
God  in  raiftng  up  a  fecond  Adam ,  to  repair  the  lingering 
Honour  of  his  violated  I/aw,  to  dethrone  the  Enemy  of 
our  Souls,  and  report  the  Kingdom  to  Ij'racL —  And  fhou’d 
we  not  with  equal  Wonder  and  Praife  celebrate  the  infi¬ 
nite  Grace  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrijl  /  who  hath  rejlored 
that  ivhich  he  took  not  away ,  and  has  done  this  at  the  Ex- 
pence  of  his  oven  precious  Blood  >  by  the  Merit  of  which 
he  purchafedt he  Kingdom  of  God,  and  in  Virtue  of  which 
he  receiv’d  Power,  in  hisrifen  State,  to  difpenfc  the  hea¬ 
venly  BlefTmg  to  whom  he  wili  ;  even  to  as  tnany  as  the 
Father  hath  given  him  for  a  peculiar  People  to  himieif.  Tire 
Kingdom  is  the  Lord’s  ;  his  Property,  and  at  his  Difpofe. 
Hence  that  of  ChrifF  to  his  Difciples,  I  appoint  unto  you  a 
Kingdom ,  as  my  Father  hath  appointed  to  me  a  Kingdom. 
And  we  read,  Him  hath  God  exalted  with  his  right  Hand , 
to  be  a  Prince  and  a  Saviour ,  to  give  Repentance  unto  Ifrael , 
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and  Remiffiori  of  Sins  :  which  two  Redemption- Bleffings 
are  the  leading  Benefits  of  the  Kingdom  of  God ,  the  firft 
royal  Donatives  of  our  Prince  and  Saviour.  O  what  Rea- 
Tons  of  Adoration  and  Thankfgiving  to  Chrifi:  do  thefe 
Reflections  prefent  to  us  !  Shall  we  not  all  join  in  the  Cry 
of  the  Multitude  that  followed  him  at  his  triumphant  En¬ 
trance  into  Jerufalem ,  faying,  Hofanna  !  Blefj'cd  is  he  that 
cornetb  in  the  Name  of  the  Lord  :  Bleffed  be  the  Kingdom 
of  our  Father  David,  that  cometh  in  the  Name  of  the  Lord  , 
Hofanna  in  the  higheji  ! 

But  in  many  of  thefe  Hints  I  have  been  infenfibly  an¬ 
ticipating  the  proper  "T  houghts  on  the  other  Article  before 
us  :  which  therefore  I  fhall  be  the  briefer  upon. 

2.  The  Gofpel  reveals  to  us  thofe  Things  which  concern 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chrifi. 

By  the  Light  of  Reafon  we  have  fome  Notions  of  the 
Being  and  Perfe&ions  of  God,  and  his  Kingdom  of  Pro¬ 
vidence  :  but  the  Kingdom  of  God,  intended  in  our  Text, 
and  the  Things  that  concern  the  Lord  "Jefus  Chrifi  (  which 
do  abundantly  improve  and  add  to  rational  Light  in  the 
Things  of  Nature  and  Providence)  are  aifcovcrable  only 
by  the  fupernatural  Light  of  Revelation.  The  Kingdom 
of  God  is  a  Kingdom  of  Grace,  conftituted  and  adminillred 
according  to  the  Counfel  of  his  own  l Til l :  And  hence  Di¬ 
vine  Revelation  was  neceflary  to  the  Knowledge  of  that.. 
So  the  Things  which  concern  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrifi,  are 
Matters  of  pure  Revelation  :  fuch  as  the  natural  Reafon 
of  Man  cou’d  never  have  brought  to  Light.  ’Tis  the  ap¬ 
propriate  Glory  of  the  Gofpel,  to  reveal  thefe  Things  to 
the  Sons  of  Men. 

And  what  a  rich  Variety  of  Things,  great  and  glorious 
T/jings  concerning  Chrifi ,  are  difeovered  to  us  in  the  Gofpel 
of  his  Grace  !  The  Kingdom  of  God  is  a  comprehenfive 
Article  among  thofe  Things  which  concern  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrifi  ;  and  fometimes  they  feem  all  to  be  fum’d  up  in 
that.  But  the  Apoftle  here  adds  a  more  extenfive  Phrafe, 
in  order  to  include  all  otherThings  not  fo  evidently  couch’d 
in  the  Idea  of  the  Kingdom  of  God.  The  whole  Reve¬ 
lation  in  facred  Writ,  from  Genefis  to  the  Apocalypfe,  is 
relative  to  Christ,  in  fome  Manner  and  Degree  :  But 
our  Text  eminently  points  us  to  thofe  Things  which  have 
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a  more  evident' and  next  Reference  to  him  in  the  Chriftian 
Revelation. 

Thus  for  Inftance,  the  Gofpel  reveals  to  us  the  P  erf  on 
of  Chriil,  as  God  manifeft  in  the  Flejh ;  his  Office ,  as  Me¬ 
diator,  under  the  feverai  Characters  of  a  Prophet,  and  a 
Prieft,  as  well  as  King  ;  the  Covenant  of  Redemption^  and 
the  Promifes  made  to  Him  before  the  World  began  ;  the 
PredejUnation  of  the  Eleft  unto  Life  in  and  by  him  ;  the 
Types  Sc  Prophecies  of  Him  in  old  Time,  and  their  punc¬ 
tual  AccompUfhmeyit  in  Him  ;  the  Hiftory  and  My  ft  cry  of 
his  Incarnation,  Conception  and  Birth,  his  Life,  Miracles 
and  Sufferings,  his  Death  and  Refurrection,  his  Afcenfion 
into  Glory,  and  fitting  down  at  the  right  Hand  of  the 
Majefty  in  the  Heavens  \  fo  the  Dottrine  he  taught,  the 
Laws  and  Inftitutes  he  made,  the  Promifes  he  gave,  whe¬ 
ther  in  Perfon,or  by  his  infpir’dMinifters  ;  the  Million  of 
his  Spirit ,  as  a  Teacher,  Sancftifier  and  Comforter,  his  fo- 
Vereign  Agency,  and  abiding  Prefence  ;  the  CommiHion 
and  Infpiration  of  his  Apoftles ,  the  Revelations  made  to 
them,  and  publilhed  by  them,  their  Miniftry  and  Preach¬ 
ing,  confirm’d  with  Signs  and  Wonders  ;  his  fetting  up 
of  the  Gofpel- Churchy  demolilhing  the  Jeivijh  Difpenfa- 
tion,  and  vifiting  the  Gentiles  to  take  out  of  them  a  Peo¬ 
ple  for  his  Name. —  In  brief,  we  have  revealed  to  us  the 
Example  of  Chrift  ;  his  Sacrifice  and  Righteoufnefs ,  and  his 
Interceffion  in  the  Merit  thereof  ;  the  unfearchable  Riches 
of  his  Grace ,  and  the  abfolute  Sufficiency  of  his  Power  to 
fave  ;  the  Way  of  Salvation  by  him,  the  Benefits  we  re¬ 
ceive  from  Him,  and  the  Ditties  we  owe  to  Him  ;  his 
being  the  Head  of  his  Body,  the  Church,  and  Head  over 
all  Things  to  the  Church  ;  his  being  appointed  the  Heir 
of  all  Things,  and  fudge  of  the  World  j  his  fecond  Ap¬ 
pearing,  his  raffing  the  Dead,  and  difpenfing  both  Rewards 
and  Punilhments  everlafting.. — This  is  an  incomplete  and 
immethodical  Abftracft  of  thofe  Things  which  concern  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrijl.  I  pretend  not  to  an  exacf  and  perfect 
Enumeration  :  much  lefs  to  a  perfect  Comprehenfion  of 
the  Meaning  of  all  thefe  Things.  But  when  I  meditate 
them,  I  foon  find  my  felf  loft  in  W onder,  and  can’t  or¬ 
der  my  Speech  by  reafon  of  Darknefs.  TVithout  Contro - 
verfyy  Great  is  the  Myjlcry  of  Godlinefs ,  the  Myftery  of 
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Gbrift ,  and  his  Kingdom .  Yet  all  that’s  necefiary  to  be 
known  by  us  in  our  prefent  State,  is  in  the  Gofpel  fufH- 
ciently  revealed  :  and  as  for  what  tranfcends  our  Con¬ 
ception,  this  however  muft  exercife  our  Humility,  our 
Faith  and  Hope,  and  remain  the  Subject  of  our  adoring 
Thoughts. 

A  Reflection. 

O  what  Reafon  have  we  to  be  thankful  for  the  Gofpel, 
which  thus  reveals  to  us  the  Kingdom  of  God ,  and  the  Things 
concerning  Chrijl  f  —  Well  might  it  be  ftiled  (  as  it  is  ) 
the  Glqrioxj  sGofpel,  the  glad  Tidings  of  the  Kingdom  of 
God  See.  — Surely  the  Dodtrine  of  Chrijl  our  Redeemer, 
and  of  theThings  which  concern  him, muft  needs  carry  much 
of  Glory  in  it,  that  befpeaks  our  Wonder  and  Praife.  — 
The  Tidings  of  a  Kingdom ,  the  Kingdom  of  God ,  muft  be 
glad  Tidings  indeed  ;  Tidings  of  great  Joy  to  all  People. 
Shall  they  not  be  fuch  to  us  !  to  us  in  our  miferable  Cap¬ 
tivity  and  hellifli  Bondage  !  Are  we  for  Neivs  ?  here’s 
News  worth  our  hearing,  worth  our  follicitous  Attention, 
our  chearful  Belief,  and  thankful  Admiration.  When  we 
confider  how  we  deferv’d  to  hear  nothing  from  God  but 
the  Thunders  of  his  Law  and  Curfe  ;  when  we  confider 
the  Myfteries  of  the  Kingdom, Sc  theThings  corner ningChri ft, 
their  Excellency  in  themfelves,  and  the  Importance  of  their 
Difcovery  to  us  ;  when  we  confider  how  they  furpafs  the 
moft  improv’d  Lights  of  human  Reafon,  and  what  a  vaft 
Part  of  our  Fellow-Creatures  are  left  in  the  Darknefs  of 
apoftate  Nature  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  confider  that  we, 
as  unworthy  as  any  in  the  World,  have  our  Lot  caft  un¬ 
der  the  clear  Sun-fhine  of  the  Gofpel,  the  Gofpel  of  Chrijl, 
the  Gofpel  of  the  Kingdom  ;  when  we  confider  whatMul- 
titudes  of  Sinners  are  daily  perifhing  out  of  the  Earth,  and 
drag’d  by  Devils  into  the  Place  of  Torments,  where  they 
muft  hear  for  ever  the  Shrieks  and  Wailings  of  their  Part¬ 
ners  in  Mifery,  but  never  once  more  hear  the  Voice  of 
Mercy,  while  we  are  yet  reprieved,  and  ftill  know  the  joy¬ 
ful  Sound  ;  O  how  furprizingly  great  and  diftinguifhing 
does  the  Compaftion  of  God  to  us  appear  !  — Let  us  take 
Care  to  cherifh  a  grateful  Senfe  of  our  infinite  Obligati¬ 
ons  to  God  our  Saviour,  and  a  juft  Value  for  the  Privi¬ 
lege  we  injoy,  Let  us  prize  the  Gofpel  for  its  heavenly 
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Original,  for  its  intrinfick  Glory,  &:  itsrelativeAdvantage, 
count  it  worthy  of  all  Acceptation,  &  ftudy  to  do  allpoflL 
ble  Honour  to  it,  both  in  Profeffion  and  Practice  :  believe 
its  Truths,  embrace  its  Promifes,  and  obey  its  Precepts. 
Let  us  be  much  in  fearching  theScriptures  daily ,  which  tef- 
tify  of  Chrift,  and  the  Kingdom  of  God.  Let  the  Word 
of  Chrift,  the  Word  of  the  Kingdom,  dwell  in  us  richly. 
Let  us  be  swift  to  hear  ;  gladly  embracing  all  Oppor¬ 
tunities  of  hearing  the  Word  ;  injlant ,  in  Seafon ,  out  of 
Seafon.  [And  here  I  wou’d  takeapublick  Notice  of  it  with 
Thankfulnefs  to  God,  that  a  Spirit  of  Zeal  to  the  Houfe  of 
God  is  awakened  in  many  at  this  Day,  as  appears  by  our 
crowded Aftemblies  from  time  to  time.  O  that  this  hearing 
Ear  may  be  continued,  and  that  we  may  all  have  an  un- 
derjlanding  Heart  !]  Let  us  take  Heed  How  we  hear.  And 
let  us  alfo  take  Heed  what  vje  hear.  Let  us  determine 
not  to  know  any  Thing,  fave  Chrijl ,  and  him  crucify’d  ; 
Chrift ,  and  him  glorify ’d  ;  the  Things  concerning  Chrift , 
and  the  Kingdom  of  God.  Thefe  are  Things  of  the  higheft 
Dignity,  and  of  everlafling  Confequence.  Thefe  are  the 
Things  of  our  Peace.  No  other  Things  are  worth  our 
Knowledge  or  Regard  in  Comparifon  of  thefe.  What  is 
the  Chaff \  to  the  Wheat  f  faith  the  Lord.  What  is  the 
Knowledge  of  the  World,  Inlight  into  Politicks,  or  into  the 
Springs  of  Bufinefs,  Skill  in  the  Myfteries  of  Trade,  and 
the  Arts  of  thriving  and profpering  in  the  World?  Nay, 
What's  all  human  Learning  ?  What’s  the  nobleft  Phi- 
lofophy  ?  What’s  even  Scripture-Knowledge  itfelf,  in 
Points  of  a  fecular  Afpetft,  or  a  civil  Concern,  of  a  ritual 
Nature,  or  external  Preference  ?  It’s  all  to  be  accounted 
but  as  Drofs  and  Dung,  for  the  Excellency  of  the  Knowledge 
of  Chrift ,  and  the  Things  of  Chrift ,  his  Kingdom ,  and  his 
Right coufnefs  ! 

O  let  us  all  bewail  our  many  pra&ical  Contempts  of 
thefe  excellent  Things.  Let  impenitent  Sinners  very  of¬ 
ten  and  very  folemnly  expoftulate  with  themfelves.  How 
Jkall  we  efcape  if  we  negleft  Jo  great  Salvation! — And 
forget  not  the  Exhortation,  Beware  left  that  come  upon  you, 
which  is  written  in  the  Prophet,  Behold ,  ye  Defpifers ,  and 
wonder ,,  and  perijh  ! —  As  you  have  any  Care  for  your 
Souls,  defpife  not  the  Gofpcl  :  nor  defpife  the  plain  and 
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faithful  Preaching  of  the  Gofpel.  Quench  not  the  Spirit: 
Defpife  not  Prophefyings.  If  any  are  under  Convictions, 
inquiring  what  you  mujl  do  to  be  faved ,  and  wou’d  not  lofe 
your  Convictions,  nor  mifs  of  proper  Direction  and  Af- 
fiftance,  then  (  I  fay  again  )  take  Heed  what  you  hear,  as 
well  as  how.  In  fixing  under  a  particular  Miniftrv,  chufe 
wifely  ;  and  ever  prefer  a  faithful  true  Gofpel- Miniftry. 

Which  leads  me  to 

Prop.  II.  A'linijler  s  of  theGofpel  are  to  preach  the  King¬ 
dom  of  God,  and  teach  thofe  Things  ivhich  concern  the  Lord 
Jefus  C  hr  iff. 

Our  Text  tells  us,  the  Apoltledid  fo  ;  tis  remark’d  of 
of  him  twice  in  this  Chapter,  and  often  elle where  :  and 
this  is  recorded  for  our  Admonition,  upon  whom  the  Ends 
of  the  World  are  come. —  Here  let  it  be  faid  briefly, 

I.  We  muft  preach  the  Kingdom  of  God,  revealed  in 
the  Gofpel. 

Our  Context  fpeaks  of  Paul's  expounding  and  teflifying 
the  Kingdom  of  God.  And  we  read  (Chap.  19.  9.)  ol  his 
daily  difputing ,  and  per fua ding  the  Things  concerting  the 
Kingdom  of  God.  Even  thus  Minifters  mult  labour  (every 
one,  as  of  the  Ability,  which  God  giveth  )  to  tejiify,  and 
expound,  alfo  (  if  need  be  )  to  difputc,  and  pcrfuade  thefe 
Things.  ' 

We  fhould  teflify  the  Kingdom  of  God  ,  aflerting  its 
Reality  and  Exigence  ;  and  it  will  be  well,  if  we  are 
able  to  witnefs  unto  this  trom  our  own  happy  Experience. 
So  wc  mult  expound  it,  as  we  are  able,  in  its  whole  Extent 
and  Compafs  ;  its  Nature,  its  Properties,  and  Purpofes  ; 
the  Laws  and  Benefits  of  it  ;  thePromifes  concerning  it  ; 
and  the  Truths  relating  to  it,  or  infeparably  connected  with 
it  ;  particularly  the  Doctrine  of  Original  Sin,  that  Truth 


which  isfo  evidently  fundamental  to  the  Scheme  of  Chrif- 
tianity,  and  without  a  due  Attention  to  which  we  fhall 
be  likely  to  entertain  very  crude  Conceptions  pf  the  King¬ 
dom  of  God  ;  alfo  the  Dodtrine  of  Regeneration,  its  Ne- 
celTity  re fu] ting  from  Original  Sin,  its  Author  the  H:ly 
Ghojl ,  its  Fruits  in  the  chriftian  Life,  its  efiential  Con¬ 
nection  with  eternal  Happinefs,  (Ac.  without  a  juft  Re¬ 
gard  to  which  important  Points,  we  fhall  have  but  very 
laperficial  Notions  of  the  Kingdom  of  God.  Hence,  if  we 

D  2  wou’d 


24  Some  feafonable  'Thoughts 

wou’d  expound ,  as  we  ought,  the  Kingdom  of  God ,  wc 
fhould  ftudy  and  preach  thel'e  great  Gofpel-Truths. — Wc 
muft  Iikewife  be  ready  even  to  difpute ,  as  the  Apoftle  did, 
and  contend  earne/Uy  for  the  Faith ,  in  regard  of  the  Things 
pertaining  to  the  Kingdom  of  God  ;  with  Meeknefs  and 
Wifdom  inftructing  fuch  as  oppofe  themfelves  ;  labouring 
to  convince  Gainfayers,  and  put  them  to  Silence.  We 
muft  contend  aeainft  all  the  Enemies  of  the  Kingdom  of 
God  ;  \vreJUe  again ft  Flcjh  and  Bloody  and  againft  fpiri - 
tual  Wkkednejfes  in  high  Places  ;  refift  the  Devil  and  the 
IVorld ,  Vice  and  Error,  in  all  their  various  Forms,  with 
the  Sword  of  the  Spirit ,  the  Word  of  Truth.  — And  like 
the  Apoftle,  we  muft  alfo  perfuadc  the  Things  concerning 
the  Kingdom  of  God  ;  reafoning  with  Men  out  of  the 
Scriptures,  to  convince  them  of  the  Folly  of  Rebellion, and 
the  Wifdom  of  Submiflion  to  God  ;  exhorting  and  calling 
Men  to  a  profefted  Subjection,  and  Obedience  to  the  Gof- 
pel  :  as  Paul  fhewed  to  the  Gentiles,  that  they  floou' cL 
repent ,  and  turn  to  God ,  and  do  Works  meet  for  Repen¬ 
tance  :  He  tejlified  both  to  Jews ,  and  Greeks ,  Repentance 
towards  God ,  and  Faith  towards  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  : 
And  the  Difciples  he  perfuaded  to  continue  in  the  Grace  of 
God)  bringing  forth  the  Fruits  of  the  Kingdom,  the  Fruits 
of  Righteoufnefs,  which  are  by  Jefus  Chrift  to  the  Praife 
and  Glory  of  God. 

In  a  Word,  we  muft  teach  the  Grace  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrijl ,  the  Love  of  God ,  and  the  Communion  of  the  Holy 
Ghojl.  This  enters  into  the  Notion  of  preaching  the 
Kingdom  of  God.  The  adorable  Trinity  all  cortcur  in 
the  Difpenfation  of  Redemption  ;  acting  each  his  diftinct 
Part  in  the  Affairs  of  this  Kingdom  :  and  fo  far  as  Divine 
Revelation  will  carry  us,  we  muft  tejlify ,  expound ,  and 
perfuade  thefe  Things,  as  Things  pertaining  to  the  Kingdom 
of  God.  We  muft  preach  the  Father  of  Mercies  and  God 
of  all  Grace  :  v/e  muft  preach  the  Spirit  of  Hollne  fs  :  and 
we  muft  preach  the  Lord  of  Glory.  While  we  remember 
the  Creator ,  we  muft  never  forget  the  Redeemer ,  and  the 
Sandiifier  :  but  difplay  their  feveral  Glories,  and  affert 
their  refpective  Rights.  But  this  brings  me  to  fay, 

2.  We  muft  teach  the  Things ,  revealed  in  the  Gofpel, 
concerning  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  ,  thofe  Truths  efpe- 
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dally  that  have  a  near  Relation  to  Chrift,  his  Per  foil  and 
Mediation.  So  the  Apoftle  did  :  he  preach'd  Jefus ,  and 
the  RefurreCtion.  He  preach'd  not  himfelf, \  but  Chrift  Jefus 
the  Lord.  ---He  preached  Repentance  and  Remiffion  of  Sins 
in  the  Name  of  Jefus  Chrift. 

Though  we  are  not  to  confine  our  Preaching  wholly  to 
the  T kings  which  in  their  direct  Afpcdl  concern  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift  ;  but  may  and  ought  to  teach  many  Things 
that  do  but  reduciively  and  remotely  concern  Chrift  :  Yet 
the  fpecial  Subjedf,  on  which  we  fhould  often  dwell,  and 
very  much  lay  out  our  Miniftry,  is  Chrift,  and  the  T kings 
more  immediately  concerning  Chrift.  Here  muft  be  the 
Emphafis,  the  Accent,  in  our  Preaching.  We  muft 
preach  the  Things  concerning  the  Na?ne  of  Jefus  Chrift  : 
his  Perfon ,  Natures  and  Perfections  both  Divine  and  Hu¬ 
man  ;  his  Meftiahjhip ,  or  mediatorial  Character  ;  his 
Charge  of  a  peculiar  People,  chofen  in  him,  and  given  hi?n 
of  the  Father,  before  the  World  ;  his  Miffion,ia\&  Incar¬ 
nation  in  Time  ;  his  Offices,  and  Execution  of  them  ;  his 
States  of  Humiliation  and  Exaltation  ;  the  Authority, 
Excellency,  and  Ufefulnefs  of  his  Dodrine  &  Revelation  ; 
the  Reafons  of  his  Obedience  and  Sufferings  ;  the  Ends  of 
his  RefurreClion,  and  Afcenfton  ;  his  Prieftly  Interceffion 
in  Heaven,  his  Prophetical  Ads,  and  Regal  Ad.niniftra- 
tion  ;  his  fecond  Coming  and  Kingdom,  the  RefirreCiion 
and  eternal  Judgment.  In  Sum,  his  Purchafes ,  his  Victo¬ 
ries,  and  Triumphs  ;  the  Benefits  of  his  Salvation,  and  Va¬ 
lue  of  an  lntereft  in  Him  ;  the  Office  of  his  Spirit  in  the 
Application  of  Redemption  ;  the  Necelfity  and  Efficacy 
of  his  Righteoufnefs ,  imputed  to  us,  and  received  by  Faith, 
in  the  Bufinefs  of  J  uflification  ;  the  Neceffity  and  Effi¬ 
cacy  alfo  of  his  Grace,  in  the  Converfion  of  Sinners,  and 
Perfeverance  of  Saints  ;  the  Stability  of  the  Pro?nifes  in 
him  ;  the  exceeding  Riches  of  God’s  Mercy  in  and  thro* 
him  ;  the  Greatnefs  and  Freenefs  of  his  Love,  the  Ob¬ 
ligations  of  Gratitude  we  arc  under  to  him,  and  the 

righteous  Claims  he  has  upon  us  ;  -  the  Duties 

we  owe  him,  and  more  efpecially  that  comprehenfive 
Duty  of  believing  in  him ,fubmitting  to  his  Righteoufnefs, 
and  depending  on  his  Grace,  living  by  the  Faith  of  the  Son 
©I  God,  and  doing  whatfoever  we  do,  whether  in  Word 

or 
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or  Deed,  in  the  Name  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  ;  in  Vir¬ 
tue  of  his  Grace  in  and  with  us,  in  Obedience  to  his 
Will',  with  a  Reliance  on  his  Merits ,  and  with  an  Eye 
to  bis  Glory  ;  that  the  Name  of  our  Lord  Jefus  may  he 
glorified  in  us ,  and  we  in  him ,  according  to  the  Grace  of  our 
God ,  and  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrijl. 

Let  it\ be  fubjoined  now, 

3.  We  fhou’d  preach /£<?  Kingdom  of  GoA>  and  the  Things 
concerning  Chrijl ,  both  in  Conjunction^  and  in  their  Relati¬ 
on  to  one  another. 

The  Ideas  are  fomewhat  diftinft,  yet  fo  united,  as  mu¬ 
tually  to  involve  one  the  other;  and  itfeems  to  me,  there's 
no  forming  any  juftNotions  of  ^/V^rrSubjed, without  com- 
prifing  both.  While  we  preach  the  true  Scripture- Doctrine 
on  the  one  head,  we  do  indeed  implicitly  teach  the  other: 
But  it's  abundantly  bell  to  be  explicit ,  in  preaching  both 
together.  This  is  to  preach  after  the  Manner  of  the  Apo- 
Jiles ,  and  primitive  Miniftcrs,  as  they  were  taught  of  God, 
and  led  by  the  Spirit.  (See  Acis  8.  12.--  Chap.  19.  8,  10. 
and  Context  ver.  23.  with  many  other  Places.)  They  are 
the  proper  Standard  of  Evangelic  Preaching  f  and  it  will 


*}-  The  Gofpel  indeed  at  the  firjl  began  to  be  fpoken  by  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrijl ,  in  hisperfonal  Miniftry  :  But  the 
Confirmation  and.  full  Declaration  of  it  was  left  to  his 
Spirit ,  fpeaking  by  the  Mouth  of  the  Apoftles,  &  other 
infpir’d  Minifters,  after  our  Lord's  Afcenfion.  Jefus 
indeed,  when  he  was  rifen,  abode  forty  Days  on  Earth, 
fpeaking  to  his  Difciples  of  the  Things  pertaining  to  the 
Kingdom  ofGodfa  expounding  to  them  Jin  all  the  Scrip¬ 
tures ,  theThings concerning  Himself  :  Butthofe  Dif- 
courfes  of  his,  the  Holy  Ghoft  hath  not  been  pleas'd  to 
put  on  Record.  And  as  for  his  Preaching  in  the  Days  of 
his  FleJhJt  was  very  much  in  Parablesfa  evidently  with 
a  defign'd  Referve,  as  to  the  Peculiars  of  Chriftianity  : 
But  thefe,  after  his  Afcenfion,  were  dearly  reveal’d  by 
his  Spirit  to  the  Apoftles  ;  &  they,  with  other  faithful 
Men,  fully  preach' d  the  Gofpel.  They  arc  therefore  the 
juft  Pattern, and  adequate  Rule  of  our  Preaching. ---See 
Mr.  Jennings'  s  tv/o  excellent  Difcourfes,  of  preaching 
Chrift  &c,  Edit.  N.  E.  p ,  26,  29.  be 
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be  our  Honour,  to  follow  their  Example,  left  on  Record 
for  Imitation. — Our  Charge  is  to  preach  the  Word  :  and 
the  Word  we  preach  muft  be  both  the  Word  of  the  King¬ 
dom  and  the  Word  of  the  Lord  Jesus.  The  Things  con¬ 
cerning  the  Kingdom  of  God ,  and  thofe  concerning  Chrift 
are, as  in  their  Nature  reciprocally  dependant,  fo  in  Reve-. 
lation  infeparablv  connected  :  And  furely  what  God  hath 
joined  together ,  Man  may  not  pat  a  funder. 

It’s  Pity  a  Minifter  fhou’d  at  any  time  lay  the  Plan  of 
his  Difcourfe  on  one  of  thefe  Subjects,  fo  as  to  preclude  the 
other  :  and  much  worfe  it  is,  if  he  ever  makes  a  Sermon 
without  any  explicit  Regard  to  either  of  them.  This  (in 
plainnefs  of  Speech)  is  to  handle  the  Word  of  God  deceitful¬ 
ly  :  and  no  Apology  can  in  any  meafure  juftify  fuch  Ma¬ 
nagement. — Every  fuitable  Theme  of  a  Pulpit- Difcourfe 
is  reducible  under  one  or  other  of  thefe  Heads,  improvable 
to  ferve  the  Purpofes  of  both,  or  capable  of  receiving  Illuf- 
tration  andEnforcement  from  them.  Whatever  ourTcxt  is, 
the  Things  of  the  Kingdom ,  and  the  Things  of  Chrifiy 
may  with  the  utmoft  Propriety  and  Pertinence  be  introdu¬ 
ced,  either  under  the  Doctrine ,  or  the  Application  ;  and  it 
will  be  a  moft  faulty  Omilfion,  in  any  Difcourfe  to  pafs 
them  wholly  in  Silence. — The  Strain  of  our  Preaching 
fhou’d  turn  upon  one  or  other  of  thefe  Evangelic  Subje&s  : 
frequently  we  fhou’d  confider  them  both  together ,  prefen t- 
ing  them  in  one  complex  View:  and  when  difeourfing  on 
either  of  them  more  diredly ,  yet  always  remember  their 
Connexion  and  mutual  Depenuance,&accordingly  confider 
the  one  in  its  Reference  and  Subferviency  to  the  other. 

In  thisMethod  of  Preaching  we  fhall  be  likely  to  declare 
the  whole  Counfel  of  God ,  and  not  keep  back  any  Thing  that 
is  profitable ,  whether  as  to  the  Doclrinals  or  the  Pra<5ticals 
of  Revelation.  —  In  this  Way  we  fhall  lead  our  Hearers 
into  the  moft  diftinft  and  moft  confident  Notions  of  the 
Gofpel,  in  the  Variety  of  its  rich  Contents.  —  In  this 
W  ay,  we  fhall  jhrw  our  felves  approved  unto  God ,  Work¬ 
men  that  need  not  be  ajhamed ,  rightly  dividing  the  Word  of 
Truth.  —  And  this  is  the  Way  to  commend  our  felves  unto  • 
every  Man*  s  Confidence  in  theSight  of  God,  to  fuit  every  one’s 
Relifh,  and  to  hit  every  one’s  Cafe,  in  the  Multiplicity 
We  have  to  do  with.  —  This  is  the  Way  to  preferve  the 

chriftian 
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thriftian  Religion  in  its  full  and  evident  DiftinSiion  from 
Paganifm,  Judaifm,  Mahometifm,  and  every  falfe  Re¬ 
ligion*  "Phis  is  the  Way  to  keep  the  Gofpel  diftinguiJF d 
from  the  Law,  Faith  from  Reafon,  the  Graces  of  Chri¬ 
stianity  from  the  Morals  of  Philofophy,  and  the  ProfefH- 
on  of  Proteftants  from  that  of  Papifts.  —  In  this  Way 
we  fliall  be  able  by  found  Dodtrine  both  to  exhort ,  and  to 
convince  the  Gainfayers.  This  is  the  Way  to  remove  the 
Offence  cf  the  Crofs, and  to  make  Chrift  crucified  appear  the 

JVifdom  and  the  Power  of  God. - This  is  the  Way  to 

keep  Profeftors  found  in  the  Faith ,  and  at  the  fame  time 
bring  them  to  be  obedient  to  the  Faith.  —  In  fhort,This  is 
the  Way  to  advance  the  Kingdom  of  God ,  and  to  promote 
the  true  Knowledge  of  God ,  and  of  Jefus  Chrift ,  which 
is  Life  eternal. 

On  the  one  hand,  Thofe  Things  which  concern  the  Lord 
fiefus  Chrift ,  exhibit  themfelves  to  us  in  their  ftrongeft, 
their  moft  beautiful  and  Unking  Light,  when  difeourfed 
in  Conjun&ion  with  the  Things  pertaining  to  the  King¬ 
dom.  When  we  teach  the  Things  of  the  Spirit >  the 
Things  of  the  Covenant ,  the  Things  that  be  of  God,  con- 
juncftly  with  the  Things  of  Chrift  :  When  we  preach 
Chrift  Jefus  the  Lord ,  and  our  Righteoufnefs  j  the  Apoftle , 
and  High-Prieft  of  our  Profeftion  ;  Mefftah ,  the  Prince  ; 
our  Advocate ,  and  fudge  ;  the  Objedf  of  our  Truft  and 
Hope ,  &  of  our  Fear, Love  &  Obedience’.  When  we  preach 
both  his  Crofs ,  and  his  Crown  ;  both  the  Merits  of 
bis  Death,  and  the  Power  of  his  Refurredlion  ;  both  the 
Sceptre  of  his  Grace,  and  the  Rod  of  his  Anger  j  both 
his  Dodlrine  and  Example ;  both  his  Promifes  &  Precepts  ; 
both  Remiffion  of  Sins,  and  Converfion  thro’  his  Name  ;  in 
a  Word,  both  Repentance  towards  God,  and  Faith  towards 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  :  When  we  thus  teach  and  preach 
(  Ikilfully  harmonizing,  tempering  and  balancing  Subjedh 
of  fuch  a  various  Tendency  and  Afpedl  )  then  the  Things 
which  concern  Ghrift  appear  in  their  genuine  Light,  Ex¬ 
cellency  and  Importance  ;  carry  with  them  the  greateft 
Force  of  Attra&ion,  and  are  moft  likely  to  reach  their 
practical  Ends  and  Ufes.  This  is  to  handle  the  Matter 
wifely  ;  and  they  that  win  Souls ,  are  wife.-— But  if  we 
confine  our  Miniftry  to  the  fublime  Myfteries  concern- 
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ing  Chrift ,  and  treat  them  in  a  fpeculative  and  abftracl 
Manner,  exclufively  of  their  practical  Inferences,  and  neg¬ 
lecting  the  Things  pertaining  to  the  Kingdom,  we  preach 
the  Gofpel  of  Grace  in  a  very  impcrfehl  Manner ,  arid  may 
promife  our  felves  but  a  very  imp  erf et 7  Succefs * —  This  is  a 
faithful  Saying,  and  t'hefe  "Things  I  will  that  thou  affirm  con- 
ftantly,  that  they  which  have  believed  in  God,  might  be  care¬ 
ful  to  maintain  good  Works  :  thefe  Things  are  good  and  pro¬ 
fitable  unto  Men. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  ever  the  Kingdom  of  God  comes 
not  in  Word  only,  but  in  Power,  it  is  when  we  preach  it 
in  Connexion  with  the  Things  that  concern  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chri/l.  When  confider’d  in  one  View  withthefeThings, 
it  then  appears  in  its  true  Glory  andLuftre,and  is  preach’d 
with  the  mod  flaming  Light,  and  fuccefsfui  Energy.  If 
we  mean  to  fave  our  own  Souls,  or  theirs  which  hear  us, 
we  muft  take  Heed  to  ourfelves  and  to  our  Doctrine,  that 
we  teach  and  live  the  Doctrine  of  Chrijl.  We  mult  keep 
the  Faith,  and  preach  it,  pure  and  entire.  Our  Mouths 
muft  be  fill’d  with  the  great  Arguments  of  the  Gofpel  ; 
the  Principles  of  the  Religion  of  Jefus  muft  reign  in  our 
Sermons  ;  elfe  they’ll  freeze  on  our  Lips,  however  warm¬ 
ly  we  may  feem  to  preach  the  Kingdom  of  GW,  in  a  moral 
Strain,  with  a  philofophic  Turn  of  Thought.  Indeed 
how  can  we  pretend  to  be  Preachers  of  the  Gofpel,  if  we 
drop  the  DoCtrines,  and  Duties,  of  a  fuper natural  Djfco- 
very  ?  With  what  Face  can  we  call  our  felves  Chrifiian 
Minifters,  if  the  Run  of  our  preaching  is  upon  the  Princi¬ 
ples  and  Laws  of  Nature  (tho’  taken  into  Chriftianity) 
while  we  confider  ’em  only  under  their  natural  Form, 
under  the  Notion  of  meer  Morality,  or  natural  Religion  \ 
forgetting  that  by  their  being  incorporated  into  the  Gofpel , 
they  have  loft  that  Refpect,  chang'd  their  Ufg  and  End, 
put  on  a  new  Form,  and  in  Effect  are  turn’d  into  Evan¬ 
gelic  Principles  and  Rules,  fo  that  there’s  (  ftridtly  fpeak- 
ing  )  nothing  at  all  meerly  moral ,  nothing  purely  natural, 
in  the  chriftian  Creed  or  Canon. —  Sure  I  am,  that  to phi- 
lofophife  merely,  without  an  Eye  to  Revelation,  or  to  ha¬ 
rangue  upon  natural  Truths  and  moral  Duties,  in  a  rational 


*  Jennings,  ubi  fupra,  t>.  30,  3-. 
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Way,  without  reducing  them  to  their  proper  Place  and  Ufe 
in  the  chrijiian  Scheme,  and  without  paying  a  due  Re¬ 
gard  to  the  Things  concerning  C  hr  iff ,  this  is  not  (in  the  Senfe 
of  Scripture)  to  preach  the  Kingdom  of  God . —  What  tho’ 
the  Text  be  taken  out  of  the  Bible  !  If  the  Sermon  be  in 
a  phiiofophical  and  unevangelic  Strain,  the  Preacher  might 
as  well  have  taken  his  Text  out  of  Seneca’s  Morals. —  I 
deny  not,  Morality  is  to  be  preach’d  :  but  then  it  mull 
be  chrijiian  Morality  ;  a  Morality  fpringing  from  Faith  in 
Chrijl,  and  animated  by  Gofpel-Principles  and  Incentives, 
govern’d  by  Gofpel- Rules,  and  diredfed  to^GgljjIrEnds. 
Repentance  is  to  be  preach’d,  but  it  rauft  beAexcited  by 
looking  upon  Him  who?n  we  have  pierced.  And  Obedience 
is  to  be  preach’d,  but  it  muff  be  the  Obedience 
of  Faith.  A  good  Converfation  is  to  be  recommen¬ 
ded  ;  but  it  mud  be  a  good  Converfation  in  Chrijl.--  The 
Law  is  to  be  taught  .*  but  then  it  muft  be  the  Law  as  ex¬ 
hibited  in  reveal'd  Religion  ;  and  fo  taught,  as  that  it  may 
do  the  Office  of  a  Schoolmajler  in  bringing  Sinners  to  Chrijl , 
and  the  Part  of  a  Guide  in  conducing  Saints  through  the 
Paths  of  moral  Duty.  The  Law  is  good ,  if  a  Man  ufe  it 
lawfully,  and  teach  it  wifely.  By  the  Law  is  the  Knozv- 
Lge  of  Sin  :  i  c  is  improvable  to  awaken  Sinners  by  the 
Terror  of  the  Curfe ,  to  humble  ’em  by  the  Senfe  of  their 
own  Depravity  and  fpiritual  Impotence ,  to  drive  ’em  out  of 
their  falfe  Confidences,  and  compel  them  to  feek  an  In- 
tereft  in  Chrijl ,  by  a  Senfe  of  their  abfolute  Need  of  hi* 
Right eoufnejs  and  Grace  :  And  the  Laiv  is  of  Ufe  alfo  to 
the  Believer ,  for  the  Direction  of  his  moral  Carriage,  for 
the  preferving  his  Humility ,  and  keeping  him  ever  dependant 
upon  Chrijl. —  With  fuch  Views  as  thefe,  the  Law  is  to 
be  taught  :  and  thefe  XJfes  of  it  are  to  be  kept  carefully  in 
our  own  and  our  Hearers  Eye.  Whenever  we  teach  the 
Law ,  we  mull  ftill  fend  Men  to  Chrijl ,  for  Righteoufnefs 
and  Strength ,  for  the  JuJlification  of  Life ,  &  for  the  Sanc¬ 
tification  of  the  Spirit  :  ever  guarding  our  more  moral  Dif- 
courfes  with  proper  Cautions  againft  falfe  Ends  and  falfe 
Meafures  of  Obedience,  and  enforcing  all  our  practical  Ex¬ 
hortations  by  the  Principles  and  Motives  of  the  Gofpel. 

Why  Ihou’d  mt  ive  introduce  the  Things concerningC hr ift. 
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on  all  Occafions,  as  well  as  the  Apoflles  f  who  manifeftly 
delight  to  bring  in  thefe  Evangelic  Peculiarities,  whatever 
Argument  they  are  upon  ?  It  our  Notions  of  Chriftianity 
are  fuch  as  forbid  our  doing  this,  or  if  our  Teinper  be  fuch 
as  don’t  difpofe  us  to  it,  ’tis  jutlly  to  he  fear’d  we  are  in  a 
different  Scheme ,  or  elfe  of  a  different  Spirit ,  from  that  of 
the  Apoftles. —  Methinks,  it  looks  as  if  we  were  ajhani  d 
of  the  Gofpel,  in  its  peculiar  Difcoveries,  if  we  are  filent 
on  thefe  Heads.  Or  can  we  think  to  excufeour  Silence, 
by  pretending  that  thefe  T  hings  are  liable  to  be  wrejled 
by  unlearned  and  unjlable  Souls  to  their  cion  Defirullion  ! 
But  furcly  this  is  a  Caution,  which  the  Apoflles  have  fet 
us  no  Pattern  of.  Though  they  knew,  Aden  of  corrupt 
Minds  actually  did  and  wou’d  itill  pervert  the  Gofpel  to 
their  own  Ruin,  yet  they  fully  and  faithfully  preach’d  it, 
and  run  all  Ventures.  So  mud  we,  'if  we  wou’d,  as  be¬ 
comes  us,  {hew  all  good  Fidelity  :  and  indeed  if  we  wou’d 
hope  for  any  good  Succefs.  For  upon  what  reafonable 
Grounds  can  we  look  for  the  Prefence  of  Chrift  with  our 
Sermons,  if  there  be  an  Abfence  of  Chritt  in  them  ;  if  his 
Perfon  Sc  Mediation ,  his  Sacrifice  and  his  Spirit  be  not 
allow’d  a  Place  in  them,  or  are  only  complemented  with 
an  occafional  and  curfor y  Flint,  when  they  ought  to  be  the 
reigning  Topicks,  and  live  on  our  Lips  continually  ?--Can 
we  deem  it  our  Glory,  to  neglect  thefe  Evangelic  Themes, 
and  act  the  fewifh  Doctor,  or  the  Pagan  Philofophcr  in  a 
chrijlian  Pulpit,  by  preaching  up  Works  without  Grace,  or 
Virtue  without  Faith,  when  we  are  aflur’d  that  it  is  by 
Grace  we  are  fav’d  thro ’  Faith  !  Can  wc  hope  for  a  Divine 
Bleffing  to  attend  us  in  fuch  a  Way  of  preaching  ?  No. *  * 
It  we  banifh  the  Things  concerning  Chrijl  out  of  our  Divi¬ 
nity,  or  treat  them  with  a  cold  Neglect,  cur  Preaching 


F  See  this  Point  debated  by  Dr.  Watts,  H.  At.p .  40,  &c. 

*  Mr.  Jennings  thinks,  44  God’j  Honour  is  concerned  to 
blaft  thefe  Maimers  of  the  Gofpel.  (  ubi  fupra,  p.  25.  ) 
And  Dr.  Watts  folemnly  admoni floes  Juch  to  44  lay  down 
the  Minijlry,as  likely  to  waffe  their  Breath  in  vain  De¬ 
clamations ,  and  have  a  terrible  Account  to  give  at  the 
lajl  Day.  Humb.  Attempt,  p.  48. 


will  mod  probably  be  in  vain:  Yea,  tho’  in  preaching  the 
Kingdom  of  God,  after  our  legal  or  moral  Manner,  we  may 
fpeak  as  with  theTongues  of  Men  and  of  Angels ,  fo  artfully 
and  ftrongly,  yet  in'  the  Event  we  fliall  be  but  as  founding 
Brafis ,  and  a  tinkling  Cymbal ,  that  makes  an  empty  Noife, 
and  ufeleis  Mufick.  VFrily,  tho’  we  fpeak  with  all  the 
Force  of  natural  Reafoning,  with  all  the  Beauties  of  Elo¬ 
quence,  and  with  all  the  Arts  of  Elocution  and  Addrcfs  fu- 
peradded,  with  all  the  Light  and  Fire  and  Skill  in  the 
W  orld,  we  fhall  never  be  likely  to  make  a  real  effectual 
Conqueft  of  any  one  Soul,  to  add  to  the  Lord ,  and  to  en¬ 
large  the  Kingdom  of  God.  f  Indeed  we  may  perhaps 
move  the  Confcience,  and  melt  the  Palhons  of  a  Sinner  ; 
but 'that’s  a  very  different  Thing  from  the  pricking  his 
Heart ,  the  fubduing  his  Will,  and  conquering  his  Luffs. 
We  may  obtain  to  reform  a  little  his  Temper  and  Man¬ 
ners  ;  which  is  but  a  very  defective  Succefs ,  and  to  little 
Purpofe,  without  fofining  his  Heart,  2nd  bringing  him  to 
Newnefs  of  Life.  In  fuch  a  Way  of  dealing  with  the  Sin¬ 
ner,  we  are  never  like  to  prevail  on  him,  truly  to  humble 
himfelf,  and  bow  to  God’s  Authority,  as  his  willing  Peo¬ 
ple  do  ;  but  rather  fhall  flatter  the  Pride  and  Naughtincfs 
cf  his  Heart,  nourifh  the  Pharifee  in  him,  the  Spirit  of 
Self-Righteoufnefs  and  Self-fufHciency,  fo  natural  to  him  j 
and  thus  unhappily  promote  his  falling  into  the  Condemna¬ 
tion  of  the  Devil,  rather  than  further  him  in  the  Way  of 
Salvation. — Nay,  “  It  hath  juflly  been  obferv’d,  that 
where  a  great  and  univerfal  ltd  c^oDof  preaching  Chrijl  hath 
prevail’d  in  a  chriflian  Nation,  it  hath  given  a  fatal  Occa- 
fion  to  the  Growth  of  Deifm  and  Infidelity.” *  * — So  far  is 


ft  See  Dr.  Watts' s  H.  Attempt,  p.  37 , — 59-  81  >”83. 

*  See  Mr.  Jennings’s  two  Difcourfes,  p.30,37,38.  With 
Dr.  Watts' s  Pref.  p.  2. --See  alfo  the  Dr.’s  H.  At.  p.46, 
47.  And  fee  Dr  JVm.  Sherlock's  2d  Vol.ofSer.  p.  222, 
324,  364,  365,  388.  where  the  Zeal  of  fome  Modern 
Chrjlians  for  naiuralKeYigion  and  Morality  (without  a 
due  Regard  to  Chrijl  and  Faith  )  meets  with  many  juft 
Rebukes, and  is  loaded  with  the  Imputation  of  being  the 
grand  Caufe  of  the  Infidelity  and  Deifm  of  the  Age. 

fuch 
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fuch  moral  unfpiritual  and  unevangelical  Preaching  from 
having  an  adfual  Influence,  or  probable  Tendency,  to  ad¬ 
vance  the  Kingdom  of  God,  in  the  Scripture-Notion  of  it.  * 


*  I  think,  I  cou’d  readily  direcf  anlnquirer  where  he  may 
find  many  Sermons ,  that  run  to  a  faulty  Excels  upon  a 
pbihfopbic  Strain.  And  for  the  fake  of  the  Subject,  fio 
near  akin  to  that  we  are  upon,  I  will  Angle  cut  Dr. 
Til  lot  son’s  two  Difcourfes  on Matth.  6.  33.  which 
tho’  perhaps  lefscenfurable  than  many  other  of  his  Ser¬ 
mons,  yet  have  a  Variety  of  exceptionable  Strokes  in 
them,  and  amongother  culpable  Omifiions,are  remar¬ 
kable  for  this  One  Thing  lacking  in  :em,  a  R.egard  to  tht 
Things  which  concern  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl.--  The  fin- 
gle ,  cold  and  cajual  Hint,  at  the  Clofe  of  the  latter  Ser¬ 
mon,  relating  to  the  Merits  of  Cbrijl ,  I  think  bro’t  in 

but  after  an  oddWay.  -  However,  I  mean  by 

this,  only  to  note  how  very  dcfcElively  he  has  treat¬ 
ed  that  particular  Text. --I  think  it  apertinentRemark 
of  'Dr.Sbcrhck(v/ ho  feemsin  his  advanced  Age  to  have 
very  much  reformed  his  Scheme  in  Theology)  “That 
this  is  the  greatejl  Thing  of  all  in  the  Religion  ofa  Sin¬ 
ner,  to  know  by  what  Means  to  raoncileGod9  5c  obtain 
the  Forgivenefs  ofSin  ;  and  if  mere  Nature  cannot  cer¬ 
tainly  teach  us  this,  all  the  reft  that  it  teaches  us,  is  of 
very  little  Ufe  to  Sinners. — “Some  wife  Sz  good  Men 
(fays  he)  have  infilled  very  much  upon  theDiftindfion 
between  natural  and  reveal’d  Religion,  with  a  very  ho- 
neft  Defgn  ;  but  without  being  aware  of  the  ill  Confe- 
quences  of  it.”--So  he  proceeds  to  fhew  how  Socinianifm 
is  grafted  upon  it,  and  Deifm  at  length  fprings  from  it. 
\Vol.  2.  p.  31 1,  325:  C5V.]— It’s  a  good  Obfervation  of 
the  famous  Profeflor  Frank  ;--“The  bringing;  Sinners 
to  Christ  fhou’d  be  in  feme  meafure  the  Defic;n  and 
Drift  of  every  Sermon  a  Minifter  preaches  ;  fo  that  if  a 
Perfon fhou’d  happen  to  hear  him  butcnce  in  all  hisLife, 
he  might,  even  by  means  of  that  one  Sermon,  get  feme 
Notion  of  the  one  Thing  needful,  and  be  jufl:  enter’d  at 
leaft  into  the  Way  of  Salvation. — See  Appendix  toMr. 
Jennings’s  two  Difcourfes,  p.  75. 
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When  ever  then  we  attempt  to  preach  the  Kingdom  of 
God,  we  muft  not  content  ourfelves  with  picking  out  the 
more  practical  Texts  of  Scripture,  and  handling  moral  Pre¬ 
cepts  in  an  ahjiracl  Way,  without  a  juft  Reference  to  the 
"Things concerning  Chrift.  No,  but  it  muft  ever  be  remem- 
bred,  that  Chrij i  is  the  Foundation  and  Head  of  the  King¬ 
dom,  the  great  Origin  of  its  Laws  and  BlelTings.  So  On« 
/peaks  ;  44  Chrift  is  the  chief  Corner-Stone  (  upon  which 
44  the  whole  depends,  both  as  to  its  Strength  and  Beauty) 
44  tho’  fo  much  fet  at  Nought  by  our  modern  Builders.” 
For  whofe  Conduct  he  accounts  in  this  Manner  :  44  The 
44  practical  Commands  of  the  Gofpel  are  too  excellent,  the 
44  Juftice  of  them  too  evident,  for  the  Devil  to  attack 
44  them  :  But  ftill,  while  he  artfully  allows  theExcellence 
44  of  the  Morality  of  the  Gofpel,  he  endeavours  to  cut 
44  away  the  chief  Props  and  Supports  of  it,  to  overthrow 
44  the  nobkfit  Motives  of  our  Gratitude,  Love  and  Obe- 
4fc  dience,  by  feducing  Men  to  Infidelity ,  or  Indifference , 
44  about  the  Fundamentals  of  the  Chriftian  Faith  :  And 
44  accordingly  in  all  Ages,  even  to  this  Day  (  fays  he  ) 
44  they  that  deny  the  Divinity  of  the  Son  of  God,  Sc  that 
44  /hike  deepeft  at  the  very  Foundations  of  Chriftianity,OR. 
44  are  the  moft  cold  Sc  indifferent  about  them,  ftill  talk  the 
44  loudeft  of  Morality.  ”  f  Truly  by  leaving  the  peculiar 
Doctrines  of  the  Religion  of  Chrift  cut  of  our  Miniftrati- 
ons,  we  give  a  mighty  Advantage  to  the  great  Advcrfiary 
of  Souls  :  For  the  Sword  of  the  Spirit  is  the  Word  of 
fie  fits.  .The  Truths  of  the  Gofpel  are  the  main  Weapons 
of  our  fipiritual  Warfare ,  mighty  thro’  God  to  the  pulling 
down  of  ftrong  Holds. —  The  Kingdom  of  God  ftands  on 
the  Pillar  c/Truth.  It  is  eftablifti’d  and  advanc’d  in 
the  World  by  bearing  Witnefis  unto  the  Truth,  the  Truth 
as  it  is  in  fie  fins.  T  his  our  Lord  intimates  in  his  Reply  to 
Pilate's  Queftion  (  upon  Occalion  of  his  having  faid,  My 
Kingdom  is  not  of  this  World )  Art  thGU  aK.ncG.iben  ?  Jef«s 
aniwer’d,  To  this  End  was  1  born  :  And  for  this  Caufie 
came  1  Into  the  World ,  that  I /hsuld  bear  Witnefis  unto  the 


f  Dr.  y.  Adams  (  Chapl.  in  ©rd.  to  Q;,  Ann)  Ser.  on 
Rev.  2  .-io. 
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Truth.  Everyone  that  n  c/'//^Truth,  heareth  my 
Voice.  (  John  18.  37.)  In  like  manner  Chrift’s  Meffen- 
gers  are  to  bear  Witnefs  unto  the  Truth.  That’s  their 
Character,  Fellow- Helpers  unto  the  Truth  ;  and  in  being 
fuch,  they  are  Fellow-Workers  u?ito  the  Kingdom  of  God. 

If  we  wou’d  approve  ourfelves  as  theMinifters  of  God, it 
muft  be(among  othet'Thmgs'jby  the  Word  of  Truth.  Wemuft 
U ftify  the  Go  [pel  of  the  Grace  of  God ;  the  great  T  ruths  of  the 
Gofpel  relating  to  the  Work  of  Grace  in  Redemption  \  the 
Grace  of  God  in  th ePurpofe,  theGraceof  Chrift  in  theP^r- 
chafe ,  &  the  Grace  of  his  Spirit  in  the  Application  of  it.  This 
isPreaching.  And  it  carries  aLight&Power  with  it, beyond 
all  philofophical  Argument  and  Perfuafive,  to  promote  the 
Conviction  and  Converfion  of  Sinners,  and  fo  to  promote 
the  Kingdom  of  God.  If  ever  we  mean  to  have  Sinners 
conquer’d,  and  effectually  fubdued  to  God,  we  muft  bring 
them  the  Teflimony  of  fefus ,  in  the  Word  of  Truth  ; 
proclaim  the  Gofpel-Rcport  concerning  Chrift  Sc  the  great 
Salvation  :  And  if  once  they  come  to  receive  the  JVitnefs 
of  God,  to  believe  the  Truth  upon  Divine  Teftimony, 
and  entertain  the  Gofpel,  not  as  the  Word  of  Man ,  but  as 
indeed  the  Word  of  God ,  Then  it’s  like  to  Work  in  them 
effectually,  to  their  being  tranfated  out  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Darknefs,  into  the  Kingdom  of  God.  If  God  hath  from  the 
beginning  chofenthe?n  to  Salvation,  it  is  thro’  SanCiifi cation 
of  the  Spirit,  and  Belief  of  the  Truth ,  whereto  He  calleth 
them  by  the  Gofpel,  to  the  obtaining  of  the  Glory  of  our 
Lord  fefus  Chrift.-- When  therefore  we  attempt  to  preach 
the  Kingdom  of  God,  we  muft  never  forget  the  Sanctificati¬ 
on  of  the  Spirit  :  But  apply  to  Him  our  felves  for  his 
l'anCtifying  Influences  to  reft  on  us, and  to  accompany  our 
Labours  for  the  Good  of  Souls  ;  and  we  muft  fend  our 
Hearers  to  Him,  teaching  them  to  depend  on  his  renew- 
ing  Grace,  and  to  pray  for  it  ;  frequently  opening  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  Converfion,  and  theNeceflity  of  being  born  again , 
if  they  hope  to  fee  the  Kingdom  of  God.—  As  the  Belief  of 
the  Truth,  in  this  Point,  is  of  Angular  Importance,  we 
fhould  endeavour  to  have  them  inftruCted  and  eftablifhed 
well  in  the  Dodrine  of  Regeneration ,  together  with  that 
other  it  is  grounded  upon, the  Do&rine  of  Original  Sin. 

Let 
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Let  me  add,  Another  moft  neceffary  Point  to  be  often 
infixed  on,  is  the  Dodfrine  of  Juflification  by  imputed 
Righteoufnefs,  even  the  RighteoufneJ's  of  God,  without  the 
Law .  Among  all  thofe  Things  which  concern  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chrijl ,  and  by  teftifying  of  which  the  Kingdom  of 
God  is  advanced  in  the  World,  this  is  one  very  eminent 
Article,  That  Chrift  is  the  Lord  our  Righteoufnefs  ;  that 
Chrift  is  the  End  of  the  Law  for  Righteoufnefs  to  every  one 
which  believeth  ,  That  as  by  one  Man's  Difobedience  many 
were  made  Sinners,  fo  by  the  Obedience  of  One  (  the  fecond 
Adam )  many  arc  made  righteous  j  that  thro ’  the  Name  of 
Jefus,  whofoever  believeth  in  him ,  receives  Remiffion  of  Sins , 
and  the  Juftif cation  of  Life . — This  Truth  is  the  grand 
Bails  and  Support  of  the  Kingdom  of  God.  Indeed,  what 
is  the  Kingdom  of  God ,  in  its  fuljeftive  Notion,  but  this 
great  Truth  bro’t  home  to  the  Soul,  powerfully  apply’d, 
and  producing  its  genuine  Effects  ?  Hence  the  Kingdom  of 
God  and  his  Righteoufnefs,  might  well  be  put  in  Conjuncti¬ 
on,  as  the  one  Object  of  our  firjl  Purfuit. —  This  Truth 
is  the  main  Subjedt  of  the  Tejlimony  of  Jefus  :  to  this  gave 
all  the  Prophets  and  all  the  Apoflles  Witnefs. — <c  This 
Truth  is  that  wherein  the  Stamp  of  Divine  Authority 
cC  on  Scripture-Revelation  is  chiefly  manifeft.  All  the 
<c  Parts  of  Revelation  depend  on  this,  and  are  connected 
with  it ;  fo  that,  take  away  this  Truth  (  concerning 
<c  Chrift  delivered  for  our  Offences,  and  raifed  again  for 
<c  our  Juftification  )  take  this  out  of  the  Gofpel,  it  will 
be  another  Gofpel,  and  the  whole  Dcdtrine  of  both 
Teftaments  will  be  utterly  made  of  none  Effedt.  This 
<c  therefore  is  the  great  Touchftone  for  the  Trial  of  true 
<c  and  falfc  Dodfrinc.— The  Name  whereby  Chrift  iscal- 
led  among  the  Subjedts  of  his  Kingdom  is  that,  The 
Lord  our  Righteoufnefs.  That’s  the  Motto  of  thechri- 
<c  ftian  Church,  whereby  it’s  diftinguilh’d  from  all  other 
Societies.” — This  is  peculiarly  the  charatteriftic  Truth 
of  the  Gofpel,  whereby  Chriftianity  is  confpicuoufly  dif¬ 
ferenc’d  from  the  Religion  of  Nature, &  from  all  falfeRe- 
ligions. — This  Truth  exhibits  the  Subftance  of  thofe  an¬ 
cient  Types  in  the  Religion  of  the  Jews,  and  is  the  Foun¬ 
dation  of  the  Promifes  made  to  the  Fathers. — This  Truth 
(whatever  any  Enemies  oftheCrofsof  Chrift  may  pretend) 
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Joes  not  make  void  the  Law,  but  eflabliih  it  . :  declaring: 
all  Righteoufnefs  fulfilled  by  our  Surety,  and  beinga  pow¬ 
erful  Principle  of  Obedience  in  the  Believer.— This  Truth 
lignally  contributes  to  illuftrate  the  Wifdom  and  Grace 
of  God  in  Redemption,  and  to  difplaythe  Grace  &  Glory 
of  Chrifl  the  Redeemer.  —  This  Truth  is  the  prime  En¬ 
couragement  of  the  Saint’s  Hope,  and  affords  the  firfi  and 
great  Relief  to  Sinners  under  the  Spirit  of  Bondage.  ’Tis 
the  Truth ,  in  this  main  Point  efpecially,that  makes  them 
free. — In  a  Word,  “This  Truth  is  the  great  Mean,  where- 
“  by  God  puts  forth  his  Power  to  fave  Sinners,  and  fub- 
“  je<B:  them  to  Him  in  his  Kingdom.  It  was  by  the  Re- 
“  velaticn  of  Chrift’s  Righteoufnefs  in  the  Gofpel,  that  the 
<c  Kingdom  of  God  our  Saviour  was  at  hr  ft  fet  up  and  ad- 
“  vanced  in  the  World  :  and  it  was  by  the  Revival  of 
“  this  great  Truth,  after  it  had  been  buried  under  Anti- 
“  chrifl' s  Reign,  that  the  Lord  began  to  confume  that  wic- 
“  td  one.  —  The  Strength  of  Chri/l’s  Kingdom,  and  its' 
“  Safety,  lies  in  this  great  Truth  :  So  that  they  who  wou’d 
“  advance  his  Kingdom,  muff  bear  this  Truth  about  with 
“  them,  in  their  Hearts,  in  all  their  Preaching,  and  in  all 
“  their  Converfation.  And  truly  this  wou’d  be  a  Spring 
“  of  daily  RefreJJonzent  to  themfelves,  and  of  great  Liberty 
“  and  Boldnefs  in  all  the  Labours  of  the  Gofpel-Miniltry, 

“  and  in  all  the  Sufferings  that  attend  it.  * 

Which  brings  us  to  our  laff  general  Head. 

Prop.  III.  Mini  Hers  may  well,  and  ought  to,  preach 
and  teach  thefe  Things  with  all  Confidence. 

T  he  Story  of  the  Apoftle  Paul  acquaints  us,  that  he  be¬ 
gan  and  finifh’d  his  Adiniftry  with  a  noble  Fortitude, 
lpeaking  boldly  in  the  Lord, fpeaking  theGofpel  of  Ins  God 
with  much  Contention,  and  with  all  Confidence  :  “  As  one 
who  was  himfelf  well  affur’d  of  the  Truth  of  what  he 
preach’d,  that  it  was  what  he  dur M  ft  and  by ,  &  of  the  iVirth 
of  it,  that  it  was  what  he  durft  fufifier  for.”  He  preach’d 
with  Confidence  too  of  Succefs ,  and  of  his  own  Safety ,  and 
of  a  future  Reward. — Herein  heis  an  inftru&ive  Example. 


*  T’be  JVords  of  Mr.  Glafs,  a  Minijler  lately  fiend  d  in 
Scotland,  for  prof  effing  Congregational  Principles .  See 
bis  Difcourfe  on  John  iS.  37.— page  204,  if c. 

F  And 


And  if  we  have  the  Spirit  of  this  Apoftle,  we  alfo  fhall 
preach  and  teach  with  all  holy  Confidence. — I  put  in  this 
qualifying  Word,  becaufe  there  is  a  Confidence  that’s 
faulty  \  the  Refult  of  Ignorance  and  Rafhnefs,  and  a  Sign 
of  Pride  and  Prefbmption  ;  highly  unbecoming  in  a  Mini - 
Jler  above  all  Men.  But  ftill  there’s  a  Confidence  that  is 
gracious,  meek,  humble ;  both  an  Ornament  and  Help, 
and  therefore  an  important  Requifite  in  a  Preacher.  ’Tis 
th tFruit  of  theSpir it ,the  Refult  of  inward  vitalExperience. 
Minifters  that  ha vt  felt  the  Power  of  the  Gofpel  on  their 
own  Hearts  ;  that  have  themfelves  been  experimentally 
taught  the  Kingdom  of  God ,  and  the  Things  of  Chrift  \  fiich, 
I  fay,  will  have  a  proportionable  Boldnefs  in  the  Faith . 
They  will  neither  be  cold,  nor  cowardly  Preachers  :  but 
will  ufually  teach  thefc  Things  with  a  holy  Confidence, 
Vigour  and  Warmth  ;  with  a  certain  Parrhcfia ,  Liberty, 
Skill,  and  Force;  fomething  like  the  heroic  Paid  ;  or  like 
Stephen ,  a  Man  full  of  Faith,  who  fpake  with  a  TVifdom 
and  Spirit ,  that  his  ddverfaries  could  not  withfiand. 

We  fhou’d  every  one  make  it  our  Aim,  and  our  Con¬ 
cern,  that  wre  may  be  able,  upon  the  Grounds  and  Mo¬ 
tives  of  Experience,  to  preach  the  Gofpel  of  Jefus  with 
all  (  Confidence  : — With  Confidence  of  the  Divine  Authori¬ 
ty,  Truth  and  Excellency  of  the  Chriftian  Revelation  ;  alky 
with  Confidence  in  the  Promife  of  Chri Id’s  gracious  Prefence 
with  us,  in  his  Providence ,  to  watch  over  us,  and  by  his 
Spirit ,  to  afljftand  fucceed  us  ;  and  with  Confidence  in  his 
Right eoufncfs ,  to  procure  our  Acceptance  and  Reward. 
Verily,  if  our  Hearts  condemn  us  not,  we  may  thus  have 
Confidence  toward  God. —  But  then  there’s  alfo  a  Confi¬ 
dence  towards  Men,  which  becomes  us  in  our  facred  Mi- 
niftrations.  We  mufi:  take  Heed,  that  the  Fear  of  Man 
be  not  a  Snare  to  us,  and  that  a  falfe  Mode  fly  don’t  influ¬ 
ence  us  to  betray  or  conceal  the  Truths  of  the  Gofpel,  to 
walk  in  Craftinefs ,  to  do  the  Workof  the  Lord  deceitfully  y 
or  in  any  Regard  to  fail  of  making  full  Proof  of  our  Mi- 
niftry.  W e  muff  fpeak,  not  as  pleafing  Men ,  hut  God 
which  trieth  our  Hearts  :  and  look  that  we  be  not  aft>a?ri d 
of  Chrift ,  or  of  his  JVords ,  however  finful  and  adulterous  a 
Generation  our  Lot  may  be  caft  among.  We  mull  ap¬ 
prove  ourfelves  good  Soldiers  of  Jefus  Chrift ,  quit  our- 
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felves  like  Men ,  and  be firong  \  firong  in  the  Grace  which 
is  in  Chr'tfl  Jefus  ;  firong  in  Faith  ;  firong  in  Spirit  ; 
boldly  exerting  our  bell  Powers  in  the  Service  of  the  Gof- 
pel  ;  in  nothing  ajham* d  of  it,  and  in  nothing  terrify'' d  by 
its  Adver fries  but  willing(if  God  pleafe)eyen  to  rejifl  unto 
Blood ,  above  the  Fondnefs  of  Life,  and  the  Fear  of  Death. 
Let  him  that  fpeaketh ,  /peak  as  the  Oracles  of  God  ;  that  is, 
as  they  inflrudl  us,  and  as  becomes  them,  with  Gravity, 
with  Humility,  and  yet  with  all  Authority ,  and  with  all 
Confidence ,  with  all  Plainnefs,  and  all Bcldnefs  of  Speech  ; 
lifting  up  our  Voice  like  a  Trumpet,  in  reproving  and  exhort¬ 
ing  ;  never  afham’d,  never  afraid. — In  a  W or d,  we  fhou’d 
preach  as  Men  alive ,  and  in  Earneft,  with  a  bold-fpirited 
Zeal,  with  a  Heart  warmly  engag’d  in  our  Mailer’s  Caufe, 
deeply  affedled  with  Companion  to  Souls,  and  thorowly 
concern’d  for  our  own,  as  knowing  that  ere  long  we  mull 
^ive  an  Account. 

«D  #  — 

All  this  feems  imply’d  in  the  Confidence,  recommended 
to  us  by  the  Example  in  our  Text.  And  furely  when 
we  confider  whofe  tue  are  and  whom  we  ferve,  and  whai  it 
is  we  preach,  and  for  what  Ends ,  this  is  enough  to  infpire 
us  with  Life  and  Courage,  to  inflame  our  Affections,  to 
animate  our  Utterance,  and  make  us  preach  and  teach  with 
all  Confidence. — Alas,  while  the  Teachers  of  Error,  &  the 
Teachers  of  Sin,  put  on  a  bold  Front,  and  exert  them- 
fclvcs  with  Vigour,  fhall  we  that  are  fet for  the  Defence  of 
the  G  of  pci,  be  lukewarm,  or  pufillanimous  !  —  Have  we 
not  feen  the  happy  Succefs  of  this  Apollo! ic  Zeal  and  Con¬ 
fidence  ?  Have  we  not  fometimes  beheld  the  moll  ram¬ 
pant  Vice,  and  the  Spirit  of  Error,  bold  as  it  is,  llrangely 
crouch  and  fneak  before  the  Word  of  Jefus,  plainly  and 
powerfully  preach’d,  with  a  humble  and  zealous  Confi¬ 
dence  ?  — And  if  we  hold  fajl  the  faithful  Word,  and  held 
the  Beginning  of  our  Confidence  Jledfaft  to  the  End,  fhall  we 
not  have  the  Comfort  of  Hope,  in  Life  and  in  Death,  and 
Boldnefs  in  the  Day  of  Judgment  f  Yea,  we  fhall  have 
Confidence  amidll  the  Terrors  of  a  diffolving  World,  and 
not  be  ajhamed  before  the  Son  of  Man  at  his  Appearing. 

What  remains  now,  but  feme  brief  Exhortations,  a* 
greable  to  the  general  Scope  of  this  Difcourfe  ? 

F  2  Use 
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Use  i.  Let  what  has  been  fa  id,  be  apply ’d  by  us,  to 
raife  our  Thots  of  the  Kingdom  of  God ,  and  the  'Things  con- 
corning  Qhrift ,  and  to  diredl  us  in  forming  worthy  Ideas  of 
them. 

The  Jews  expedled,  the  Kingdom  of  the  Mefliah  wou’d 
be  a  Temporal  one  ;  and  the  Difciples  them felves  were  dif¬ 
ficultly  bro’t  to  {Lake  off  their  old  Jewifh  Prejudice  ;  nay, 
Chriftians  to  this  Day  are  apt  to  entertain  too  carnal  and 
grofs  Conceptions  of  it.  But  let  us  remember,  Our  Lord 
allures  us,  that  his  Kingdom  is  not  of  this  World  ;  and  that 
it  cometh  not  with  Obfervation  ^  for  behold ,  fays  he,  the 
Kingdom  of  God  is  within  you.  It  is  not  a  Terrene  King¬ 
dom  ;  it  fhinesnot  in  worldly  Pomp,  but  in  a  Celeftial 
Beauty.  It’s  Rife  and  Progrefs  is  not  after  the  manner  of 
earthly  Kingdoms,  v/ith  mighty  Noife,  Oflentation,  and 
outward  Shew  :  but  it  has  its  fecret  Subli  Hence  in  the  Soul, 
makes  a  filent  Entrance,  and  its  Glory  is  invifible  to  the 
bodily  Eye. — Indeed, in  a  Senfe  it  may  be  Laid  to  come  with 
Obfervation ,  efpecially  in  fome  Cafes,  when  ufher’d  in  by 
a  remarkable  Train  of  preparatory  Convictions,  when  ma¬ 
king  an  illuflrious  Progrefs?  and  difplaying  itfelfinvery 
triumphant  spiritual  Victories  and  Succeffes,  drawing  At¬ 
tention  and  exciting  Admiration.  —  In  a  Senfe  it  may  be 
Laid  to  have  an  external  Shew ,  as  outward  Means,  the 
Word  and  Ordinances,  under  the  Condudl  of  the  Spirit, 
are  employ’d  in  the  Adminiftration  of  it ;  and  as  the  King¬ 
dom  of  God ,  when  it  comes  with  Power ,  always  produces 
obfervable  Effects  in  the  outward  Life. — But  Hill  it  mull 
ever  be  kept  in  Mind,  that  its  Seat  is  in  the  hidden  Man, 
its  principal  Operations  are  unfeen,  and  its  Glory  lies  all  in 
Spirituals.— How  great  is  the  Myilery  of  this  Kingdom  ! 
liow  tranfeendent  its  Dignity  and  Benefit  !  Let  us  main¬ 
tain  high  and  honourable  Conceptions  of  it.  And  as  thofe 
that  have  a  rais’d  Opinion  of  its  Worth  and  Advantages, 
let  us  wifli  its  Profperity,  its  extenfive  Spread  thro’  all  the 
Earth,  and  its  more  flourifning  State  where  it  is.  That 
mull  be  our  daily  fervent  Petition,  Thy  Kingdom  come. 

And  let  it  be  remember’d, that  the  Things  concerningChrift 
are  related  to  this  Kingdom ,  and  contribute  to  advance  it. 
The  Foundation,  the  Security,  the  Genius  of  this  King¬ 
dom,  is  Truth ,  the  Truth  as  in  Jefus . —  The  Dodlrine 
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of  Chriji  is  a  Do&rine  according  to  Godlinefs.  Let  us  value 
it  for  its  practical  Tendency,  as  well  as  Divine  Sublimity. 
Let  us  fearch  for  Knowledge  in  this,  as  for  hid  Treafuret. 
Let  our  own  and  others  Ignorance  and  Slight  of  thefb 
Things  be  the  Matter  of  our  mournful  Regret  :  and  lez 
it  be  for  a  Lamentation,  that  there  is  in  general  no  greater 
Appearance  of  th ^Kingdom  of  God,  and  of  a  Regard  to  the 
Things  of  Chriji,  prevailing  among  us.  But  what  Tokens 
for  Good  may  be  feen  at  this  Day,  in  fome  hopeful  Begin- 
nings  among  our  felves,  and  the  Tidings  of  Joy  we  have 
from  other  Parts,  both  in  Europe  5c  America,  thefe  chal¬ 
lenge  our  thankful  Notice. 

Use  2.  Let  what  has  been  faid,  be  apply’d  by  way  ofi 
Incentive  and  Diredtionin  the  great  Duty  of  Self-Exami¬ 
nation.  * 

What  will  it  profit,  my  Brethren,  to  have  the  Kingdom 
of  God ,  and  the  Things  that  concern  Chriji ,  preach’d  to  us, 
unlefs  we  have  experienc’d  indeed  the  inward  and  vital 
Difpcnfation  hereof  by  the  Spirit  of  Grace  !  Let  us  be 
willing  then  to  come  to  the  Light ,  and  bring  our  felves  to 
the  Teft. 

Have  we  ever  had  a  thorow  Convidlion  of  our  miferahle 
State  by  Nature  ?  Been  made  to  fee  and  bewail  our  Fall 
in  Adam,  and  to  know  the  Plague  of  our  own  Heart  ?  To 
fee  our  felves  under  the  Power  of  Satan  and  the  Rule  of 
Sin,  hateful  to  God,  and  under  the  Curfe  of  his  Law  ? 
To  fee  the  abfolute  Neceflity  of  a  Change  of  our  State  ? 
To  fee  our  utter  Impotence  to  deliver  our  own  Souls,  and 
our  utter  Unworthinefs  of  Divine  Relief  r —  And  has  this 
View  of  our  wretched  Cafe  had  its  genuine  Influence,  to 
humble  our  Pride,  and  bring  us  to  abhor  ourfelves  ? — Have 
we  beheld  the  Majejly  of  God,  and  been  perfuaded  by  the 
Terrors  of  the  Lord ,  to  throw  our  felves  at  the  Foot  of 
fovereign  Mercy  ?— Have  we  as  in  a  Glafs  beheld  the  Glory 
o/'Chrill,  heard  his  Voice  and  feen  his  Shape  at  any  Time  ? 
Have  we  heard  Him  fpeaking  to  our  inner  Man,  fearching 
the  Secrets  of  it,  and  inftrufting  our  very  Reins  ?  While 
the  external  Word  has  been  founding  in  our  Ears,  has  the  e 
been  an  inward  Word  fpoken  to  our  Hearts,  making  them 
even  burn  within  us  ? — Has  the  Spirit,  whole  Office  it  is 
to  glorify  the  Son,  taken  of  the  Things  of  Chriji,  and  Jhcwn 
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them  to  us  ?  —  Are  we  of  theTruth,on  the  Side  Sc  under  the 
Power  of  Truth,  the  Truth  which  came  by  Jefus  Chrift  ? — 
Have  we  felt  the  Love  of  .Chrift  conftraining  us ,  to  fubmit 
ourfelves  to  h'\.sRighteoufnefs,^.Y\A  his  Yoke’,  to  receiveHim  in 
all  his  Offices,  and  for  all  his  Benefits ;  to  prize  Commu¬ 
nion  with  Him  ;  to  love  his  Image,  wherever  we  fee  it  ; 
to  follow  his -Example,  obey  his  Will,  andfeek  his  Glory  ; 
and  long  to  dwell  in  our  MaflePs  Joy,  free  from  all  Sin, 
as  well  as  Sorrow,  and  perfedl  in  Holinefs  for  ever  ? 

LetConfcience  give  a  faithful  Anfwer  to  thefeQueftions. 
Let  us  expoftulate  with  our  felves  in  folemn  manner  ; 
at  the  fame  time  depending  on,  and  imploring  the  Aids  of 
the  bleffed  Comforter4,  and  let  us  employ  our  utmoft  Cau¬ 
tion,  that  we  ben’t  deluded,  by  groundlefs  Prefumptions, 
into  a  falfe  Peace  in  this  World,  and  eternal  Perdition  in 
the  next.  O  what  an  awful  Thing  will  it  be  for  us,  when 
■we’ve  been  flattering  ourfelves  with  Dreams  of  the  King¬ 
dom  of  Cod ,  to  find  our  felves  at  laft  in  the  Kingdom  of 
Darknefs  !  to  fink  from  the  Views  and  Hopes  of  Heaven, 
into  the  Horrof  and  Defpair  of  Hell  !  Amazing  will  be 
the  Difappointment  :  and  ten  fold,  yea  ten  thoufand  fold 
the  Torment  !  —  If  a  Man  thinketh  bimfelf  Somethings 
while  he  is  Nothing ,  he  deceiveth  himfelf.  The  grofteft 
Folly  !—  O  let  us  take  Care  that  we  ben’t  found  amongft 
thofe  Fools  in  I  fra  el. 

Use  3.  Let  Minifters  be  reminded  of  the  Leffons  of 
Duty  taught  them  by  the  Example  in  our  Text. 

We  alfo  are  fent  to  preach  the  Kingdom  of  Cod  and  the 
Things  concei 4ning C hrift. - ~ Thefe  were  the  exaltedThcmes  of 
the  infpiiM^^//^’sMiniftry.— Thefe  areThings  which  the 
Angels  define  to  look  into. ThtPfalmift, when  in  theSpirit  mu¬ 
ling  upon  them,  tho’t  his  Heart  was  inditing  good  Matter , 
Sc  when  he  fpake  of  theThings  which  he  had  mad t  touching 
the  King ,  his  Tongue  was  as  the  Pen  of  a  ready  Writer, 
Surely  thefe  are  Things  every  way  worthy  to  be  ftudy’d 
and  preach’d. —  Such  Preaching  is  eminently  fuited  to  the 
Gofpel-Difpenfation,  its  Spirit  andDefign,  and  to  the  End 
of  our  Miniftry,  the  Glory  of  Chrift,  in  the  Converfton 
and  Edification  of  Souls  ;  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  Wants 
of  Sinners,  and  to  the  Guft  of  Saints.— Let  us  therefore, 
my  Fathers  and  Brethren,  be  careful  to  lay  out  our  Labours 
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■in  the  Word  and  Do&rine,  on  thefe  great  and  important 
Subje&s.  Let  none  have  Occafion  to  complain,  that  cf 
the  Matter  cf  the  Kingdom  we  told  ’em  not ,  or  that  we 
ceafed  to  preach  and  teach  Jefus  Chrifl. —  Sad  it  is,  if  any 
of  us  have  been  wanting  here,  or  if  we  need  to  have  the 
IVay  cf  the  Lord  expounded  even  to  our  felves  more  perfectly. 
O  let  us  ineditatc  on  thefe  Things ,  and  give  our  felves  wholly 
to  them,  that  our  prof  ting  may  appear  unto  all . —  Let  them 
fill  our  Sermons  ;  and  not  merely  be  drag’d  in,  to  make 
a  fort  of  eccentric  and  glimmering  Appearance  now  and 
then.  We  fhou’d  take  the  Gofpel  for  our  Fade  Mecum . 
Let  the  Dead  bury  their  Dead  :  but  go  thou ,  and  preach  the 
Kingdom  of  God.  Go  forth  in  the  Strength  of  the  Lord ,  and 
make  Mention  of  his  Rightcovfnefs ,  even  of  his  only. — Thefe 
Things  let  us  preach  and  teach  with  all  Confidence  ;  with 
all  humble  Confidence  internal  towards  God ,  and  external 
towards  Men.  We  have  the  Example  of  the  Apojlle ,  to 
countenance  and  quicken  us. 

And  I  can’t  forbear  obferving  here,  We  have  in  a  frcfli 
Inftance  feen  this  Pauline  Spirit  and  Doctrine  remarkably 
exemplify ’d  among  us.  We  have  feen  a  Preacher  of  Righ- 
teoufnefs ,  fervent  in  Spirit ,  teaching  diligently  the  Things 
of  the  Lord- ,  ceafing  not  even  daily  to  preach  the  Kingdom  cf 
God ,  and  the  Things  concerning  Chrift  ;  and  this  with  all 
Confidence.  May  I  not  fay,  that  the  Gofpel  he  preach’d* 
came  not  unto  us  in  JVord  only ,  but  in  Power ,  and  in  the 
Holy  Ghofi,  and  in  much  AJfurance  ?  For  your  felves.  Bre¬ 
thren,  knciv  his  Etitrance  in  unto  you ,  that  it  was  not  in 
vain  ! — And  as  for  us,  we  have  been  furpriz’d — We  have 
been  pleas’d-- And  {hall  we  not  now  ftrive  to  imitate  \--As 
every  Man  hath  received  the  Gift,  fo  let  him  minifter  the 
fame.  And  as  we’ve  been  put  in  Remembrance,  let  us  Jlir 
up  the  Gift  of  God  in  us. — Brethren,  pray  for  us. 

Use  4.  Let  what  has  been  faid,  recommend  to  all  of 
you,  the  diligent  Study  and  delightful  Contemplation  of  thefe 
Things. — Surely,  the  Matter  of  our  Preaching  is  worthy 
to  be  theMatter  of  yourMeditation.  I  might  enforce  this 
Duty  by  a  Variety  of  Confiderations.— And  I  had  tho’t 
here  to  diredf  the  Exhortation  to  our  Candidates  for  the 
Pulpit.  As  you  wou’d  be  Fellow- Helpers  with  us,  Re- 

folve 
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folve  that  thro*  Grace  you  will  be  the  Students  and  the 
Preachers  of  Christ,  his  Kingdom  his  Right  eoufnefs.\ 

But  I  forbear. 

Use  5.  Let  the  Children  of  the  Kingdom  endeavour  to 
Rrengthen  the  Hands  of  the  Minijlers  of  the  Kingdom  ; 
doing  nothing  to  abate  our  holy  Confidence^*  to  hinder  the 
Gofpel ,  but  helping  together  by  your  Prayers,  your  Coun¬ 
sels,  and  Examples.  Let  us  fee  you  both  exemplarily  at¬ 
tending  and  profiting  by  our  Labours.  So  {hall  we  thank 
God, and  take  Courage.  —  Be  ye  alfo  bold  in  your  Profef- 
fion,  and  refolute  in  your  Practice  of  Chriftianity,  adorn¬ 
ing  the  Dodtrine  of  God  your  Saviour  in  all  Things.  —  Re¬ 
joice  in  Chrift  fefus ,  and  have  no  Confidence  in  the  Flejh. 
Rejoice  and  fear  not,  becaufe  it’s  your  Father's  good  Plea- 
fur  e  to  give  you  the  Kingdom.  Adore  ele&ing  Love,  re¬ 
deeming  Mercy,  and  renewing  Grace  :  And  walk  worthy 
of  God ,  who  hath  called  you  unto  his  Kingdom  and 
Glory.  Remember,  it  is  a  Kingdom  of  Holinefs  ;  and 
live  under  its  Reftraints,  live  by  its  Rules.  Mourn  your 
Defedls.  Grow  in  Grace  and  in  the  Knowledge  of  Chrifi . 
Pity  and  pray  for  Chriftlefs  gracelefs  Sinners.  Be  con¬ 
cerned  in  particular  for  thofe  under  your  Family- Charge, 
that  the  Kingdom  of  God  may  be  formed  in  their  Souls, 
that  Chrift  may  dwell  in  their  Hearts  by  Faith  ;  that  your 
dear  Lord  may  be  known  and  honoured  in  your  Fami¬ 
lies.  —  I  leave  with  you  that  excellent  Portion  of  Scrip¬ 
ture,  for  the  Exercife  of  your  retir’d  Tho’ts,  2  Pet .  1 . 

And  now  in  the  laft  Place, 

Use  6.  Let  me  exhort  fuch  among  you  as  are  yet 
in  your  Sins,  to  give  an  earneft  Heed  to  the  Things  which 

you  have  heard. 

I  hope,  none  of  you  will  as  if  I  had  been  merely 
amufing  you  with  a  tedious  Difcourfe  on  infignificant  Im¬ 
pertinences,  and  treat  it  accordingly  with  Coldnefs  &  Neg- 
le£I.  Surely,  the  Kingdo?n  of  God ,  and  the  Things  concern + 
ing  Chrift ,  are  not  Matters  of  empty  Speculation,  to  be 


+  See  the  venerable  aged  Mr.  Wm.  Williams’/  excel - 
ent  Sermon  on  Col.  4, 1 i,  (at  Anniv.  Conven,  Min.)  p.20. 
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made  a  Jeft  of,  nor  Matters  of  Indifference,  to  be  trifled 
with.  No,  allure  your  felves,  they  are  Things  of  the 
.  higheft  practical  Concern,  and  of  infinite  Moment,  in 
which  your  Souls  and  your  everlafting  Interefts  are  deeplv 
involv’d.  Let  none  of  you  then  be  carelefs  forgetful  Hear¬ 
ers.  Apply  what  has  been  faid,  to  excite  in  you  a  juft 
Solicitude,  that  you  may  be  found  obeying  that  Call  of 
our  Saviour,  Matth.  6.  33.  Seek  firjt  the  Kingdom  of 
God  and  his  Righteousness. — Underftand  the  Expref- 
fions  as  equivalent  to  thofe  in  our  Text. 

It’s  the  Kingdom  of  God ,  which  is  within  Men ,  and  the 
Righteoufnefs  of  God ,  which  is  by  Faith  of  Jefus  ChriJ ?, 
that  is  the  proper  Objedb  of  the  Sinners  fir  ft  Purfuit.  Thefe 
are  Bleflings  of  the  firft  Importance  ;  they  demand  your 
firft  Thought  and  Care,  and  muft  be  obtain’d,  as  ever  you 
hope  for  future  eternal  Happinefs.  If  you  are  not  in 
Chrift,  and  have  not  him  of  God  made  unto  you  JVifdom , 
Right eoufnefs,  Sanctification,  and  Redemption ,  you  are  un¬ 
done  for  ever.  The  Kingdom  of  God  muft  be  fet  up  in 
vour  Souls,by  theOperation  of  regenerating  Grace  ;  or  you 
have  no  pofiibl zMeetnefs  for  the  heavenlylnheritance.  And 
the  Righteoufnefs  of  God  our  Saviour,  that  everlafting  Righ - 
teoufnefs ,  which  he  bro’t  in  by  his  Obedience  unto  the  Death , 
muft  be  upon  you,  unto  the  J uftification  of  Life ,  through 
Faith  in  Chrift;  or  you  have  no  poffibl Wide  toHeaven  and 
Bleftednefs,  but  muft  die  in  your  Sins,  and  be  herded  among 
unpardon’d  Devils  for  ever.—  Think  not  to  fpin  a  Righ¬ 
teoufnefs  for  your  felves,  by  any  Works  that  you  can  do  : 
It  will  prove  but  a  Spider’s  Webb,  and  not  hide  the  Shame 
•f  your  Nakednefs.  If  you  are  Enemies  of  the  Crofs  of 
Christ,  your  End  will  be  De fraction.  Take  Warn¬ 
ing  from  that  of  Chrift  to  the  felf-righteous  Pharifees,  — — 
Verily  I  fay  unto  you,  Publicans  and  Harlots  enter  into  the 
Kingdom  of  God  before  you.  And  {  again.  Verily  I  fay 
unto  you ,  IVhofoever  Jhall  not  receive  the  Kingdom  of  God,  as  a 
little  Child ,  Jhall  in  no  wife  enter  therein .  You  muft  be 
humbled,  and  bro’t  to  lie  abas’d  at  the  foot  of  fovereign 
Grace,  to  fubmit  to  the  Righteoufnefs  of  Gcd  ;  or  you  can¬ 
not  receive  the  Kingdom  of  Gcd  :  and  if  you  don’t  receive 
the  Kingdom  of  God  in  this  World,  the  Kingdom  of  Hell 
muft  inevitably  be  your  Portion  in  the  next.- --But  if  you 
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receive  the  Kingdom  of  God  and  his  Righteoufnefs,  this  will 
fecure  to  you  compleat  and  eternal  BlefTednefs.  How  wor¬ 
thy  then  are  thefe  of  your  firft  Concern,  and  moll  earned! 
Purfuit  ! — O  that  we  cou'd  fee  in  our  Day  the  fulfilling 
of  that  Scripture, T/ta  Kingdom  of  God  is  preached,  and  every 
Man  prefjeth  into  it  !  *  Hear,  all  ye  Inhabitants  of  Zion9 
Young  and  Old,  High  and  Low,  Rich  and  Poor  to¬ 
gether  !  O  let  all  agree  in  making  this  your  prime 
Care,  Aim,  and  Defire,  That  you  may  receive  the 
Kingdom  of  God  and  his  Righteoufnefs. —  Mind  theTbings 
which  concern  the  Lord  fefus  Chrift ,  and  feek  Righteoufi 
nefs  ;  yet  not  as  Ifrael  fought  it,  as  it  were  by  the  IVorks  of 
the  Law.  But  knowing  that  a  Man  is  not  juftifed  by  the 
Deeds  of  the  Law ,  but  by  the  Faith  of  fefus  Chrift ,  be 
concern’d  that  you  may  have  it  given  you  to  believe ,  with 
the  Heart  to  believe  unto  Righteoufnefs  ;  that  being  juftified 
ly  Grace ,  you  fmay  be  Fleirs  according  to  the  Hope  of  eternal 
Life .  —  But  take  Heed,  \e(k  while  ye  feek  to  be  juftified  by 
Chrift ,  ye  yourf elves  be  found  Sinners ,  unrenewed,  &  vain 
Pretenders  to  the  Faith  of  Chrift.  Remember,  the  King¬ 
dom  of  God  and  his  Righteoufnefs  are  join’d  in  the  Gofpel, 
and  difpenfed  in  Connexion. .  You  have  both,  or  you 
have  neither.  Make  them  therefore  the  joint-Obje6l  of 
your  firft  Purfuit.  Be  equally  follicitous  for  Pardon  and 
Converfion,  for  the  fpr inkling  of  the  Blood  of  fefus ,  and 
for  the  Wafhing  of  Regeneration. — Be  waiting  at  the  Pofls 
of  JVifdom's  Doors,  attending  the  Means  of  Grace,  in  Seafiny 
out  of  Sea [on,  with  earneft  unceafing  Prayer,  that  you  may 
win  Chrift,  and  be  found  in  him  ;  that  the  Kingdom  of  God 
may  be  implanted  within  you,  and  his  Righteoufnefs  apply’d 
to  you.— -Let  fuch  as  are  at  at  Eafe  in  Zion,  awake  out 
of  their  Security,  left  the  Doom  be  palled  upon  them,  He 


*  On  the  proceeding  Lefiure  we  were  entertain'd  (by Mr. 
Cooper )  with  a  very  fea finable  and  excellent  Sermon 
from  thofe  Words  ;  which  occafion'd  my  being  fi  brief 
in  this  laji  Exhortation.  Otherwife  I Jhou' d  have  left 
Room  for  the  proper  Enlargements  here ,  and  have  gone 
into  various  diftinfl  Addrejfes. 
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that  is  filthy  let  him  be  filthy  fill, — And  let  fuch  as  are 
under  Convictions,  be  looking  diligently  lef  they  fail  of  the 
Grace  of  God ,  and  left  they  be  of  them  tvhieh  draw  back 
unto  Perdition. — And  let  us  all  that  have  received  the 
Kingdom  of  God ,  in  the  reveal’d  Model  and  outward  Dif- 
penfation,  and  have  receiv’d  his  Righteoufnefs  in  external 
Profeflion,  attend  to  that  folemn  Exhortation  of  the  Apo- 
ftle,  with  which  I  conclude,  Heb.  12.28,29.  Wherefore 
we  receiving  a  Kingdom  which  cannot  be  moved ^  let  us  have 
Grace ,  whereby  we  may  ferve  God  acceptably ,  with  Reve-> 
fence  and  godly  Fear .  For  our  God  is  a  confuming  Fire . 


FINIS. 
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